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Gentrification:  the  next  generation 

A Silicon  Valley  office  park  is  coming  to  a neighborhood  near  you 


Mission  youth  program  amasses 
staggering  debt,  forced  to  reorganize 

Real  Alternatives  Program  yields  fiscal  control  after  $375,000  in  losses 


By  Judy  West 

Live/Work  Lofts  may  currently  be 
the  most  visible  indicator  of  the 
changing  times  in  the  Northeast 
Mission,  but  believe  me;  you  ain’t  seen 
nothing  yet.  A 2-story  industrial  building 
at  20th  and  Bryant,  housing  50  small  busi- 
nesses and  artist  studios  is  proposed  to  be 
tom  down  next  year  and  replaced  with  a 5- 
story  glass  and  steel  office  and  retail  com- 
plex for  the  high-tech  industry.  The  new 
164.000  square  foot  building  is  one  of  3 
currently  in  the  works  in  the  Mission  by 
Stein  Kingsley  Stein  (SKS)  developers, 
and  could  accommodate  up  to  1.000  new 
daytime  occupants  in  this  one  building 
alone.  (More  on  the  parking  in  sidebar) 

And  where  arc  all  these  new  occu- 
pants going  to  live?  The  multi-media 
industry  is  exploding  all  over  South  of 
Market  and  the  Mission;  people  are  mov- 
ing to  San  Francisco  in  droves  - like  it  or 
not.  The  impact  of  LiveAVotk  lofts  on  the 
Mission  will  pale  in  comparison  to  the 
high-tech  office  parks  that  are  following  in 
their  wake.  Unless  the  Silicon  Implants  all 
commute  in  from  San  Bruno  or 
Buriingame,  or  unless  new  housing  is  built 
somewhere  in  the  City  for  them,  they  will 
be  looking  at  your  place  soon  enough. 


The  Plarming  Coimnission's  laissez 
faire  policy  on  LiveAVork  development 
has  been  under  relentless  criticism  tliese 
past  2 years.  Mainly  for  placing  no  con- 
trols on  affordability  or  usage  for  what 
have  become  luxiiry-housing  units,  per- 
mitted (by  default)  anywhere  in  any  indus- 
trial zoning  district.  Rather  than  craft  solu- 
tions that  will  make  these  units  more 
accessible  to  those  who  really  need  mixed- 
use  (live  & work)  occupancy,  and  need  to 
be  in  a commercial  district  (including  the 
high-tech  folks),  our  leaders  have  instead 
banned  LiveAVork  units  altogether  in  most 
of  the  remaining  industrial  areas  of  San 
Francisco, 

The  consequences  could  be  dire  for 
existing  residential  tenants  as  well  as 
industrial  businesses,  especially  in  the 
Mission  where  multi-media  office  devel- 
opment is  heading  full  speed  ahead.  Land 
use  politics  are  complex  and.  unfortunate- 
ly. grass-root  political  initiatives  need  sim- 
ple solutions  that  the  pubhc  can  grasp.  The 
“No  More  Lofts”  initiative  was  easy 
enough  since  the  buildings  stand  out  like 
piimacles  of  gentrification,  but  anyone 
who  thinks  the  rising  rents  all  across  ll« 
City  are  a result  of  lofts  alone,  have  been 
asleep 

(Continued  on  page  4 


By  Victor  Miller 

The  Real  Alternatives  Program 
(RAP),  one  the  city’s  most  highly 
regarded  nonprofit  youth  organiza- 
tions and  an  institution  in  the  Mission 
District  for  the  last  32  years  is  in  a state  of 
upheaval,  struggling  to  deal  with  over 
$375,000  in  debt.  Another  nonprofit. 
Mission  Neighborhood  Centers,  has 
stepped  in  to  act  as  RAP’s  fiscal  agent  for 
at  least  one  year  and  to  oversee  the  major- 
ity of  RAP’s  programs,  the  Mission’s 
major  gang  prevention  and  intervention 
efforts,  for  two  years.  A reorganization 
plan  prepared  by  RAP's  board  of  directors 
maintains  the  debt  arose  because  RAP. 
while  continuing  to  increase  the  scope  of 
its  activities,  “relied  on  veibal  assurances 
by  funders  that  did  not  materialize  and 
counted  on  administrative  and  service 
costs  that  were  disallowed.”  The  full 
extent  and  all  the  causes  of  RAP’s  plight 
remain  unclear,  in  part  because  a legally 
required  audit  is  two  years  overdue. 

RAP  will  continue  to  administer  the 
RAP  School,  an  alternative  high  school 
completion  program  but  probably  with  a 
stronger  role-played  by  the  SF  Unified 
School  District. 


Funding  sources  have  been  willing  to 
overlook  a certain  amount  of  financial 
mismanagement  in  the  hope  that  RAP 
would  eventually  get  its  house  in  order. 
That’s  because  RAP  ha?  been  one  of  the 
few  organizations  with  both  the  motivation 
and  the  ability  to  reach  out  to  Latino  youth 
involved  in  violence  and  gangs  Eugene 
Clendenon,  fiscal  director  for  the  Mayor's 
Criminal  Justice  Coimcil  (MCJC)  saw  the 
disorder  but  also  the  results.  “We’ve 
known  there  was  a problem  since  1995  but 
getting  information  from  them  has  been 
problematic.  When  we  went  out  on  our  site 
visits  we  found  they  were  providing  ade- 
quate services  even  above  arxl  beyond 
what  the  contract  called  for.”  After  a cer- 
tain point  the  disorder  began  to  compro- 
mise the  result.  “Until  changes  are  made, 
all  of  RAP’s  programs  are  in  jeoparefy. 
Right  now,  I don’t  see  how  RAP  as  an 
agency  can  run  any  type  of  program,” 
ClenderKin  said. 

Even  a $200,000  loan  from  the 
Mission  Area  Federal  Credit  Union  in 
1997,  a loan  that  blatantly  violated  the 
Credit  Union’s  lending  policies,  was  not 
enough  to  stop  the  slide  towards  insolven- 
cy. 

Continued  on  page  14 
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Protest  economic  cleansing 
Protect  arts,  jobs,  neighborhoods 
Stop  abuse  of  the  "artists'  live-work"  law 

NO  MORE  LOFTS! 

RALLY  AND  SHOW 

MONDAY.  AUGUST  9.  12  NOON 
CITY  HALL  STEPS 


The  Board  of  Supervisors  votes  on  the  proposed  6-month  moratorium  on  lotts  at  2 p.m.  in  Board 
Chambers.  Builders  have  lobbied  furiously  to  defeat  the  moratoriur^,  and  will  close  job  sites  to  pack  the 
chamber  with  their  workers.  Stay  and  show  Supervisors  how  lotts  hurt  your  trade  or  business  and  how 
rising  rents  are  changing  the  Mission.  Show  them  our  neighborhood  resists  gentritication-and  remind 
them  we  vote! 

Can't  attend  the  rally?  Call  these  key  Supervisors  and  tell  them  to  vote  yes  on  the  loft  moratorium: 

Amos  Brown;  554-7601  Mahel  Teng;  554-4981  Leland  Yee:  554-7752  Michael  Yaki:  554-7901 

Co-sponsors:  Coalition  for  Jobs,  Arts,  & Housing  and  New  Langton  Arts 

For  more  information,  contact  C JAH:  291-8604  or  leslie@cjah.org 

Funded  by  The  San  Francisco  Foundation,  the  Carlin  Fund,  and  the  Honig  Fund  of  the  Vanguard  Public  Foundation 
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The  Dolores  Park  soccer  field  looks  is  not  a thing  of  beauty.  Hey  who’s  dog  is  that? 

Mission  District  Parks:  the  good,  the 
bad  and  the  ugly  news 
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John  D.  Raymond,  Esq. 


Bankruptcy  Center 

End  Creditor  Harrassment 


MONEY  BACK  GUARANTEE 

✓ Free  Consultation 

✓ Weekend  & Evening 
Appointments 

✓ Payment  Plans 


STOP 
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Lawsuits 

Repossessions 

IRS 

Foreclosures 
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351-2265 


14  Years  Experience 


GOOD  LUCK  ANDORA  INN  HOUSE  BOYZ 

ANDORA  INN  Home  of  the  House  Boy^ 

1999  SFGSL  1st  Place  Tournament  Champions 
Cable  Car  Competitive  Division 


By  Victor  Miller 

Let’s  start  with  the  good  news 
because  it  really  is  veiy  good  news. 

Tlie  good 

For  the  last  four  years  the  young  people  at 
St.  John's  Educational  Thresholds 
Center  have  been  diligently  raising  funds 
to  create  a new  park  in  the  North  Mission. 
They  secured  $500,000  from  the 
Department  of  Recreation  and  Parks,  but 
this  was  far  less  tlian  needed  to  acquire  a 
piece  of  property  in  today’s  red-hot  real 
estate  market  Thanks  to  the  efforts  of 
Assemblywoman  Carole  Migden,  the  State 
budget ' juVt*  signed'  by  the  Governor 
includes  an  allocation  of  $1.1  millionfora 
new  park  in  the  North  Mission.  “This  is  a 
dream  come  true  for  the  youth  and  the 
families  of  this  neighborhood.  We  now 
have  enough  money  to  realistically  come 
to  the  table  with  local  property  owners  to 
negotiate  a purchase  of  land  for  the  park.” 
said  Oscar  Wolters  Duraa  St  John’s  staff 
aid  North  Mission  Park  Initiative  coordi- 
nator. 

There  is  also  good  news  about  open 
space  improvements. 

The  non  profit  organizatioit  Friends 
of  Recreation  and  Parks  w ill  fund  the  cre- 
ation of  a memorial  bench  in  Precita  Park 
where  two  teenagers  were  shot  to  death 
three  years  ago.  The  bench  will  be  made 
entirely  from  melted  down  guns  and  will 
be  a joint  project  of  Peaceful  Streets, 
Precita  Eyes  Mural  Center  and  local  youth. 

Juri  Commons,  an  old  Southern 
Pacific  right  of  way  converted  into  a park 
also  received  a grant  of  $3,200  from 
FR&P  to  paint  two  murals.  One  will  fea- 
ture a 24-iboi  pre-1906  train.  The  second 
mural  will  be  a trompe  d’oeille  (optical 
illusion)  making  the  park  grouids  appear 
bigger. 

Dolores  Park  was  awarded  a third 
FR&P  grant  of  $10,000  to  build  a cafe  in 
the  park.  The  cafe  has  generated  some 
lively  discussion  both  pro  aid  con  and  is 
still  in  the  planning  stages. 

With  much  fanfare  a new  soccer  field 
was  opened  at  Garfield  Park  Let's  hope 
they  got  it  right  this  time.  (See  below 
under  The  Ugly) 

Tlia  Bad 

As  delightful  as  it  is  to  hear  that  money  has 
been  set  aside  for  local  parks  It  is  aggra- 
vating to  see  the  funded  projects  remain 
unfinished  year  after  year.  The  Department 
of  Recreation  aid  Parks  sometimes  just 
piles  up  the  cash  without  ever  getting  any- 
thing done 


Funds  have  been  available  since  1992 
for  the  renovation  of  Jose  Coronado 
Playground  but  the  work  may  or  may  not 
be  done  by  the  end  of  the  year.  Over  the 
years,  the  Rec  and  Park  has  announced 
several  deadlines  for  completion  of  the 
improvements  and  missed  every  one  of 
them. 

Another  epic  battle  has  been  over  a 
vacant  lot  at  23rd  and  Treat.  Neighbors 
started  a can^aign  to  put  a park  there  eight 
years  ago  and  funding  has  been  in  place 
for  nearly  five  years.  A drawn  out  fight 
over  liability  for  toxics  between  the  City 
and  the  previous  owners  was  resolved  last 
December  but  the  place  is  still  a just  a 
vacant loL 

T1i0  Ugly 

When  things  do  get  done  by  Rec  and  Park, 
they  are  sometimes  done  disastrously 
wrong. 

The  Department  has  struggled  for  five 
years  to  put  a soccer  field  in  Dolores 
Park.  To  build  the  soccer  field  the  Rec  and 
Park  first  inexplicably  renK>ved  all  the  top- 
soil and  hauled  it  over  to  Sharps  Park  by 
Lake  Merced  where  it  was  used  to  make  a 
filtration  berm.  The  top  soil  was  replaced 
with  a combination  of  nitrolized  fir  bark, 
clay  and  loam  which  will  simply  not  drain 
properly,  making  the  field  either  too  dry  or 
too  wet.  The  situation  was  worsened  when 
Rec  & Park  planted  the  field  with 
Bermuda  Grass,  which  thrives  only  in  a 
hot  climate.  The  net  result  is  the  mess  seen 
ill  the  photograph.  Because  five  attempts 
to  rectify  a straightforward  drainage  and 
soil  problem  have  failed,  the  soccer  field 
has  now  cost  the  taxpayers  over  $400,000 
and  a lot  more  time  and  money  is  still 
required  to  do  the  job  right. 

In  another  flash  of  brilliance,  Rec  and 
Park  recently  replanted  the  median  strip  in 
Dolores  Park  but  failed  to  terrace  the  land- 
scaping. which  slopes  sharply  downward. 
The  new  vegetation  doesn’t  have  enough 
of  a root  structure  to  prevent  the  inevitable 
when  it  rains,  a public  funded  mudslide. 

Has  the  City  That  Knows  How  forgot- 
ten how? 


Advertise  in 

New  Mission  News 
415-695-8702 
Fax:  695-2838 


Pleisc  phone 


(415)  282-0337  or  1 (800)  967-92)9 
Our  Fax  is. 


The  Andora  Inn  is  a 12  Room  fully 
restored  Victorian  Manor  built  in  1875, 
located  in  the  heart  of  San  Francisco’s 
richly  international  Mis.slon  District, 
known  as  one  of  the  most  exciting  and 
colorful  neighborhoods  in  the  City,  with 
wonderful  art  galleries,  murals,  bookstores, 
cafés  and  exciting  new  restaurants. 

AMONG  THE  AMENITIES  YOU  WILL  FIND  ATTHE  INN: 
• Expanded  Coniinenial  Breakfast 

• Five  Star  Seria  Mattresses 
• Color  TV  with  Renu'te  VCR 

iV"nipli'mnhif\  Selt<ii‘<nti 

♦ AM/FM  Clock  Radios 
• Aatoiiiuled  Phone  System 

• Pleasant  Carden  San  Deck 
• Grand  Library  á TraiKfinl  Amhiance 


(415)  282-2608 

AndoraSF@iol.com 
www.utdorainn. cirysearch.com 
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2438  Mission  Street 

Between  20th  & 21sl  Streets  - 10-15  minute  walk  to  Castro/SOMA 
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commercial  rents  skyrocket 

The  first  LiveAVork  units  in  industrial 
areas  certainly  had  an  influence  on  the 
Northeast  Mission  Industrial  Zone 
(NEMIZ)  becoming  a desirable  neighbor- 
lx)od.  but  this  is  old  news  The  majority  of 
property  in  the  NEMIZ  still  remains  com- 
mercial or  industrial  Tlte  greatest  impact 
has  been  felt  by  small  businesses  that  lease 
space,  since  commercial  rents  are  3 times 
higher  than  two  or  three  years  ago. 
"Traditional"  industries  that  required  more 
square  footage  for  equipment,  employees 
and  storage  have  been  replaced  with  high- 
tech  "multi-media”  enterprises  that  can 
cram  10  times  as  many  people  into  small- 
er spaces,  have  no  need  to  house  large 
pieces  of  equipment,  and  can  accordingly 
afford  to  pay  far  more  rent. 

With  the  demand  from  high-tech  ten- 
ants, property  owners  and  developers  can 
now  make  a greater  profit  convertine 
industrial  space  into  office  space  than  they 
could  building  live/work  uiuls  (with  all 
those  kitchens  and  baths,  etc.).  Penny 
Wallace,  who  runs  a knitting  factoiy  in  the 


Bryant  Square  complex.  lost  her  lease  and 
is  moving  to  West  Berkeley.  Her  50  year- 
old  building  is  described  by  SKS  in  their 
permit  application  as  an  "existing  office 
building"  so  as  to  avoid  the  parking 
requirements  that  would  accompany  a 
legal  conversion 

Green  Glen  Linen  is  itow  the  Green 
Glen  office  park  owned  by  SKS,  and  the 
concrete  hulk  under  renovation  at  Harrison 
and  19th  Street  (behind  the  new  John 
O'Connell  High  School)  is  another  one  of 
their  office  comersions.  Yet  the  noisiest 
activists  are  still  screaming  "No  More 
Lofts"  with  blinders  on.  And  the  real  estate 
developers  are  gearing  up  to  build  more 
new  office  buildings 

Here  they,  come  ready  or  not 

There  is  no  sense  complaining  about  the 
high-tech  industry  moving  to  town.  They 
are  pumping  huge  amounts  of  money  into 
the  City  and  providing  good  jobs  to  exist- 
ing residents.  How  we  integrate  all  these 
new  people  into  the  City  will  be  the  chal- 
lenge. Is  it  frustrating  that  everyone  1 see 


on  the  streets  is  20  years  younger  than  I 
am?  Sometimes.  But  these  young  people* 
are  our  future  and  we  had  better  all  learn 
how  to  speak  computers  and  make  space 
for  one  another.  We  can’t  expect  the  new 
immigrants  to  respect  the  existing  culture 
of  the  neighborhood  if  we  bash  their  cars. 
LiveAVork  units  where  people  actually  Uve 
and  work  in  the  same  place  should  have 
been  the  solution  to  bringing  this  kind  of 
industry  and  thousands  of  new  residents  to 
the  City  in  the  relatively  undeveloped 
industrial  core. 

Joe  O’Donoghue.  president  of  the 
Residential  Builders  Association  (RBA) 
and  a major  proponent  of  unrestrained 
live/work  development  told  the  NMN: 
“Sue  Hestor  and  Debra  Walker  have  con- 
vinced enough  people  at  City  Hall  that  we 
should  not  build  housing  in  these  areas,  so 
we  are  going  to  build  offices  instead.  We 
don’t  care  what  we  build;  we  are  building 
contractors.  If  they  want  office  parks  we 
will  build  them  office  parks." 

On  August  5,  the  Planning 


Commission  will  move  the  zoning 
changes  ahead  another  step  and  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  is  scheduled  to  vote  on  a 
proposed  city  wide  moratorium  of  all  pend- 
ing LiveAVork  projects  August  9. 
Supervisors  Bierman,  Ammiano.  Katz  and 
Leno  have  sponsored  the  moratorium.  The 
RBA  is  lobbying  hard  to  stop  the  morato- 
rium so  as  to  allow  the  1500  units  of 
live/woik  in  the  pipeline  to  be  reviewed 
case  by  case  by  the  Planning  Commission 
They  claim  that  once  people  have  pur- 
chased property  and  filed  their  building 
permits  with  one  set  of  laws,  the  City 
should  not  change  the  mies  on  those  pro- 
jects. Sony,  there  will  be  no  opportunity 
for  public  testimony  at  the  Supervisor's 
August  9 hearing.  And  either  way.  we  are 
no  closer  to  creating  affordable  space  for 
anyone  to  live  or  work  as  a consequence. 
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One-of-a-kind  city??? 


ClintReilly 

FOR  MAYOR 


He  says  he's  a "one-of- 
a-kind  mayor  for  a one- 
of-a-kind  city."  But  under 
Willie  Brown,  San  Francisco 
is  being  sold  off  — neigh- 
borhood by  neighborhood, 
block  by  block.  Chain  stores 
...strip  malls. ..phony  live- 
work  condos. ..theme  parks 
...honky-tonk  hotels. ..what 
will  San  Francisco  look  like  if 
we  give  Willie  Brown  a blank 
check  for  four  more  years? 

CLINT  REILLY  WILL 
STOP  THE  SELLING 
OF  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Clint  Reilly  has  30  years 
experience  fighting  for 
our  neighborhoods  — and 
winning.  He  beat  Willie 
Brown  and  downtown 
developers  to  pass  Prop  M 
— the  toughest  downtown 
growth  control  in  America. 
Won  more  affordable 
housing  at  Mission  Bay. 
Helped  establish  neigh- 
borhood power  with  San 


Francisco's  first  modern 
district  elections.  Fought  for 
public  oversight  of  develop- 
ment on  Treasure  Island. 
And  led  the  fight  against 
Brown's  stadium-mall. 

CLINT  REILLY  WILL 
STAND  UP  FOR  OUR 
NEIGHBORHOODS 

• Stop  the  chain 
store  invasion  of  our 
neighborhoods 

• Ban  phony  live-work 
condos 

• Enforce  the  planning  code 
equally  and  fairly 

• Appoint  a pro- 
neighborhood Planning 
Commission 

• Enforce  Prop  M to 
protect  neighborhood 
character,  parking  and 
affordable  housing 

Click  on  www.clintreilly.com 


Paid  for  bv  Clinton  Reilly  for  Mayor,  2600  Miuion  Street.  San  Francisco,  94110 
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Casanova 

LOUMCC 


5Z7  Smv  fruncUco 

^1S.$6S.932S 


ONE  WEEK 
FREE! 


LOSE 

WEIGHT 


GAIN 

MUSCLE 


m VALENCIA 

at  14th  St. 

626'8)60 

WWW.VALCN<(AtmETMUI<LE.<OM 

*With  thi4  coupon  Local  vi«(on  only  One  pass 
«r  person  per  year  Offer  may  be  Aithdra»vn  at  anytime 
Espires  8/31/99 


PAXTON  GATE 


treasures  ^ oJJilies  inspired  iy  the 
garden  ^ the  natural  sciences 


GRAND 

Opening 

Celebration 


Tiursdat 
August  Z6 
5-Opm 


Opening  Mid  August 


post-postcard  4 

Opens  on  friday,  august  13 
from  5:00PM  until  fO:OOPM 

the  show  and  sale  continue 
august  14  - august  28 

W-TH-F3-8  SAT  12-7 


( four  walls 


200+visual  artists  from 
around  the  world 
stretch  the  parameters 
of  media  and  informa- 
tional strategies,  creat- 
ing small-format  edi- 
tions of  their  work.  The 
gallery  will  be  trans- 
formed into  a one-stop 
shop  for  art  lovers  to 
finger  through  and  buy 
at  affordable  rates,  orig- 
inal works  of  art.  All 
work  is  for  sale.  Nothing 
is  priced  over  $20. 

special  thanks 

new — 1 


3l60*a  16th  street,  between  Valencia  and 
Guerrero,  above  the  Kilowatt 
phflax  415*626-8515  fourwlls@sinus.com 
www.sfmoma  org/artfjnder/artfinder.html 


t four  walls  summer  series  is  presented  by  DOCKERSKHAKI^ 


CASA  VALENCIA 


Furnished  rooms  for  rent 
in  the  sunny  Mission. 

Full  time  manager. 

Laundry  rooms.  Close  to  shopping  and  all  forms  of 
public  transportation.  All  utilities,  except  telephone. 
Staff  on  duty  24  hours. 

For  more  information  call  552-0825. 


Call  for  information 

415.824.1872 


824  X^lencia  Street  between  19tK  6^  20tli 


The  San  Francisco  Bay  Guardianes 


Best  Low-Key  Mission  Café 

A bastion  of  sanity  in  the  chaos  of  the  rapidly 
changing  Mission,  Espresso  Bravo  Cafe  is  one 
of  a number  of  new  coffee  shops  that  have  opened 
on  and  around  the  Valencia  Street  corridor  in 
the  last  yean  It’s  quiet,  there’s  plenty  of  seating 
for  both  groups  and  individuals,  and  the  music, 
though  eclectic,  is  nonintrusive,  so  conversations 
are  possible.  There  are  meetings,  poetry  read- 
ings, and  folksinging  on  any  given  afternoon  or 
early  evening.  Many  students  from  the  nearby 
New  College  of  California  use  it  as  a meeting 
place  before  and  after  class. 


Espresso  Bravo  Cafe 

663  Valencia 


863-7755 
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There  are  paintings. 
And  then 
there  are 
masterpieces. 


Grand 


Same  thing  goes  for  the 
frames  around  them. 

Opening! 


• Exclusive  Presemtion  Pius'”  fi'aming. 
Tlie  methods  & materials  used  to 
protect  your  fine  artwork. 

• To  control  quality,  all  framing  is  done 
on  the  premises  using  state  of  the  art 
equipment. 

• Commercial  Accounts  Welcome. 


• We  stock  a vast  variety  of  high  quality 
materials  and  pass  on  our 
volume  savings. 

• We  provide  the  fastest  turnaround  & 
highest  quality  in  the  industry! 

• 100%  "No  Problem"  Guarantee! 


San  Francisco 

695  San  Jose  Ave. 
(415) 282-3620 


^mFRAME' 

Experi  Picture  Framing 
If  IT’s  important  to  you. 
It’s  important  to  us.*'' 


CLEAN 

ELECTIONS... 

Our  elections  are  under  attack.  Computer 
technology,  motor  voter,  vote-by-mail  and  outright 
fraud  are  eroding  the  safeguards  built  into  our 
system. 

We  can  do  better  in  San  Francisco. 

Only  concerned  citizens  can  prevent  voter  fraud. 

In  other  cities  voters  have  taken  steps  to  preserve 
this  most  basic  freedom.  Our  children  deserve 
the  legacy  of  free  and  fair  elections. 

Will  our  children ’s  voting  rights  endure? 

Make  a difference 

Volunteer  today  to  become 
a VIP  Citizen  F^llwatcher 

Call:  1*888-578-4343 
Write:  VIP-SF 

PO  Box  420671 
San  Francisco  94142 
Visit  wwwvoting-integrity.org 

Voting  Integrity  Project  * 

IS  a national,  non-partisan. 
non-proiU  501  (c)C3)  organization 
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The  Delancey  Street  Experiment 

Pilot  projects  offer  a more  effective  way  of  dealing  with  young  offenders 


By  Esther  Rosenfeld 

In  1997,  the  Delancey  Street 
Foundation  was  awarded  a 5.4  million- 
dollar  grant  by  state  and  local  govern- 
ment agencies  to  revamp  San  Francisco’s 
juvenile  justice  system.  The  Juvenile 
Justice  Local  Action  Plan  (JJLAP),  as  it  is 
called,  will  be  implemented  over  a three- 
year  period  and  completed  by  June  2000. 
Delancey  Street  is  developing  the  plan  in 
the  course  of  operating  six  small  pilot  pro- 
jects. three  of  which  target  Mission  youth, 
those  who  have  alread>  had  problems  with 
the  law  and  those  at  risk. 

According  to  Carol  Kizziah,  Delancey 
Street’s  project  manager  for  the  plan,  the 
ultimate  goal  is  to  fill  the  most  critical 
gaps  in  the  City's  juvenile  justice  system. 
The  three  programs  that  involve  Mission 
youth  are  (1)  the  Community  Assessment 
and  Referral  Center  (CARC);  (2)  Mission 
Safe  Haven;  and  (3)  Mission  Safe 
Corridor 

Community  Assessment  and 
Referral  Center 

Described  as  “a  first  in  the  country, 
“CARC  provides  an  alternative  to  Juvenile 
Hall  for  youths  ages  11-17  arrested  for  a 
variety  of  offenses. 

A UC  Berkeley  stuefy  released  last  month 
was  sharply  critical  of  the  CARC  program 
for  serving  only  125  youth  in  its  first  10 
months.  The  study  also  pointed  out  that 
CARC's  narrow  eligibility  requirements 
eliminate  most  youth  charged  with  violent 
crimes.  Midway  through  its  three  year  run 
CARC  is  still  not  open  24  hours  a day  but 
only  from  lOam  to  2am. 

“The  primary  thing  1 took  issue  with 
(in  the  study]  was  the  criticism  that  we 
started  small.  This  is  a pilot  program; 
nothing  like  this  has  ever  been  done  before 
in  San  Francisco.  The  decision  to  keep  it 
small  is  because  it’s  a pilot  program  - we 
want  to  get  the  level  of  quality  up  to  the 
level  we  think  it  should  be.”  said  CARC 
co-coordinator  Carol  Weinstein, 

According  to  Weinstein,  the  State 
Board  of  Corrections,  one  of  the  funding 
agencies,  set  a goal  of  400  kids  to  go 
through  the  program  in  three  years,  “Thus 
far,  we've  had  at  least  275  go  through  the 
program,”  she  said.  Critics  maintain  that 
even  when  fully  operational  CARC  will 
not  be  dealing  with  a large  erough  number 
of  youth  to  make  a visible  impact  in 
Mission  District  or  other  neighborhoods. 

But  Kizziah  and  Weinstein  believe 
CARC  will  serve  as  a model  of  reform. 
According  to  Kizziah.  the  CARC  assess- 
ment process,  that  begins  immediately 
añer  a youth  is  arrested,  was  developed  by 
reviewing  assessments  across  the  country 
from  about  forty  different  agencies.  “We 
train  everyone  who  does  the  assessment, 
and  we  conduct  it  as  a conversation  rather 
than  a questionnaire.  We  arc  looking  to  see 
if  there  is  a crisis  in  the  young  person's  life 
(that  might  otherwise  not  be  apparent).” 
she  explained. 

Kizziah  estimated  that  the  assess- 
ments typically  lake  between  45  minutes 
to  an  hour,  “We’re  really  looking  to  estab- 
lish a relationship  of  trust  with  the  kids.” 
she  said 

After  talking  and  interacting  with  the 
youth,  everyone  meets  to  discuss  the  case 
and  formulate  a case  plan.  “It’s  actually 
legally  mandated  that  for  the  purpose  of 
decreasing  juvenile  crime,  multi-discipli- 
nary teams  can  come  together  to  pool 
information  and  develop  a plan  on  behalf 
of  a kid.  The  probation  officer  liere  can  be 


a part  of  that  team  but  cannot  share  the 
information  with  a kid’s  P.O.,”  Weinstein 
added. 

The  principle  beliind  this  is  to  gel  as 
full  a picture  as  possible  of  the  forces  oper- 
ating in  the  youth’s  lives.  “For  example,  if 
a kid  has  a heroin  problem,  we  want  to  cre- 
ate an  environment  where  it’s  going  to  be 
safe  for  the  kid  to  admit  that  so  we  can 
help  with  that  problem  — and  not  have  the 
kid  worry  about  disclosing  issues  because 
of  possible  punitive  repercussions  from  his 
PO.  and  the  s>stem,”  she  explained.. 

“Once  we  determine  w hat  sort  of  case 
plan  a kid  needs,  they  get  a case  manager 
and  a mentor,  who  is  a Delancey  Street 
resident,”  said  Weinstein.  Both  these  peo- 
ple physically  escort  the  youth  to  his  or  her 
various  programs  and  services,  to  help  the 
youth  gel  in.  see  whether  the  program  is  a 
good  fit  for  the  youth,  and  report  back  to 
CARC. 

Weinstein  described  one  15-year-oId 
girl  who  grew  up  in  a neglectful  and.  as  the 
girl  later  disclosed,  abusive  home.  “She 
got  arrested  for  petty  theft.  Her  mom  was 
constantly  in  and  out  of  jail.  The  case  man- 
ager and  the  mentor  look  her  to  her 
appointments,  from  counseling  at 
Horizons  to  working  out  at  the  Y.  Over  the 
course  of  Oast)  summer  she  became  very 
close  to  her  mentor.  She’s  now  in  the 
(Juvenile  Justice  Local  Action  Plan)  char- 
ter school,  doing  very  well,  and  staying  out 
of  trouble.” 


Safe  Haven  and  Sale  Corridor 

The  second  Mission-focused  program  is 
the  Mission  Safe  Haven  program.  Located 
in  the  Police  Activities  League  building  at 
26th  street  and  South  Van  Ness,  the  pro- 
gram's goal  is  “to  identify  kids  before  they 
become  part  of  the  juvenile  justice  system 
and  to  get  to  them  earlier  rather  than  later,” 
according  to  Kizziah. 

Kids  from  Horace  Mann  and  Everett 
middle  schools  get  referred  from  teachers 
and  guidance  counselors  based  on  factors 
such  as  truancy,  righting,  poor  academic 
performance,  incarcerated  parents,  and 
arrest  at  a young  age.  The  kids  are  between 
the  ages  of  1 1 - 1 3 . The  Mission  Safe  Haven 
serves  about  80  kids,  who  can  participate 
in  video,  mural,  gardening  or  mosaic  pro- 
jects, field  trips,  computer  classes,  drama 
classes,  bike  shop  and  sports  outings. 

Nyla  Ganatra  is  co-director  of  the 
Mission  Safe  Haven  along  with  Conrad 
Loran.  “The  whole  idea  behind  it  is  to  cre- 
ate a structured  environment  - literally  a 
safe  haven  - where  kids  can  come  and 
spend  the  prime  juvenile  crime  hours.” 
said  Ganatra. 

The  purpose  of  the  third  program. 
Mission  Safe  Corridor,  is  to  make  Mission 
Street  a safe  thoroughfare  for  youth  mak- 
ing their  w^  between  home,  school  and 
community  organizations.  This  program 
brings  increased  police  foot  patrol  onto 
Mission  Street,  as  well  as  establishing  spe- 
cial teams  to  make  unscheduled  home  vis- 
its to  youth  on  probation  to  check  up  on 
curfew’  compliance. 

An  independent  evaluator  appointed 
by  the  City  is  evaluating  each  program  in 
the  Juvenile  Justice  Local  Action  Plaa 
According  to  Weinstein,  this  will  be  a 
“full-scale  qualitative  and  quantitative” 
assessment  of  the  programs.  Based  on  the 
evaluator’s  reports,  the  City  will  assess  the 
relative  success  and  impact  of  the  pro- 
grams aiKl  decide  whether  to  maintain 
them 
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Mission 

Broadsider 


Andy  Solow 


Juvenile  Injustice 

With  numerous  beatings  and  stab- 
bings  already  on  the  books  this 
year  and  a long  hot  summer 
ahead,  I thought  it  might  be  useful  to  once 
again  consider  the  state  of  San  Francisco's 
juvenile  justice  system. 

In  December  1997  and  again  in 
February  1998,  I criticized  the  San 
Francisco  Juvenile  Probation  Department 
(JPD)  and  the  SF  Youth  GuidaiKe  Center 
(YGC)  for  failing  to  provide  a safe,  secure, 
humane  environment  for  this  City’s  trou- 
bled children.  I claimed  that  the  problem 
was  systemic  in  nature  Nobody  kiiows 
who  is  in  charge,  and  there  are  two  differ- 
ent commissions  and  a couple  of  dozen 
different  public  and  private  agencies 
squabbling  over  turf. 

I complained  that  more  than  100 
youth  incarcerated  at  YGC  exhibit  suicidal 
behavior  armually;  and  I alleged  that  the 
suicides  of  Aldo  Malorga  and  Mission  res- 
ident Ian  Worden  occurred  because  the 
JPD  failed  to  provide  them  with  the  usual, 
customary  and  appropriate  treatment  for 
suicidal  depression. 

What  aboin  Delaney  StreetP 

The  City’s  most  recent  attempt  at 
juvenile  justice  reform,  Delaney  Street’s 
CARC,  was  billed  as  the  linchpin'  of  San 
Francisco  juvenile  justice  reform.  It  would 
be  the  answer  to  the  youth  gang  problem  in 
the  Mission  and  other  neighborhoods. 
CARC  was  supposed  to  be  open  24  hours 
a day  and  function  as  the  central  intake 
point  for  crisis  intervention,  assessment, 
service  integration,  referral  and  mentoring 
to  all  youth  arrested  in  the  Tenderloin, 
Chinatowrt,  the  Mission  and  Bayview- 
Hunter’s  Point.  Roughly  2,200  juveniles 
annually.  But  according  to  a July  1999 
report  from  UC  Berkeley’s  Richard  & 
Rhoda  Goldman  School  of  Public  Policy, 
in  its  first  10  months  of  operation,  CARC 
only  served  125  youths  principally 
because  the  program  is  only  open  10  hours 
a day.  and  doesn’t  accept  youth  arrested 
for  violent  crimes.  The  report  concluded, 
“The  severe  under-utilization  of  CARC 
has  resulted  from  a lack  of  leadership  and 
interagency  collaboration, (See  related 
story  in  this  issue.) 

WMabovtlAP? 

For  at  least  the  last  ten  years,  the  principle 
provider  of  services  to  at  risk  youth  in  the 
Mission  District  has  been  Real 
Alternatives  Program  (RAP).  But,  RAP 
has  fallen  on  hard  times.  Former  Executive 
Director  Mitchell  Salazar  quit  recently  in 
the  midst  of  a money  scandal  and  most  of 
RAP’s  programs  have  been  taken  over  by 
other  Mission  based  social  service  agen- 
cies including  Instituto  Familiar  de  la 
Raza,  and  Horizons  Unlimited. 

According  to  RAP's  new  Executive 
Director.  Socorro  Gamboa,  the  RAP 
school  will  coittinue  to  function  as  part  of 


the  Community  Day  Schools  under  llie 
direction  of  Dr.  Joe  Buena  Vista  and  ll^ 
SFUSD.  But,  most  of  RAP’s  other  pro- 
grams will  be  fun  under  the  supeix  ision  of 
Mission  Neighborhood  Centers.  RAP  still 
exists  But  one  wonders  how  many  at  risk 
youths  RAP  is  supposed  to  be  serving  have 
gotten  lost  in  the  shuffle.  (See  related  stor>' 
in  this  issue) 

Whal's  really  going  on  here? 

According  to  recently  retired  SFUSD 
teacher  and  clinical  social  worker  Jim 
Chiccarella  who  spent  his  last  four  years 
teaching  at  John  O’Connell  High  School, 
“The  programs  don’t  exist  in  this  City  to 
help  disturbed  kids  or  for  that  matter  drug 
using  kids.  More  than  1/3  of  the  kids  over 
13  years  of  age  District  wide  use  marijua- 
na daily,  and  many  of  the  older  kids  are  on 
some  form  of  Methamphetamine.  Even  at 
Lowell  High  School,  I believe  that  it’s 
20%.  ” 

When  I asked  Chiccarella  about  the 
effect  of  rampant  gang  activity  on  SF  pub- 
lic school  students,  he  said,  “There  are  a 
lot  of  students  who  want  it  to  be  some 
other  way.  But,  they  are  helpless.  They 
know  the  SFUSD  can’t  even  protect  them 
while  they  are  in  school,  much  less  while 
they  are  on  MUNI. 

Hail  tg  tfaeSegalor 

In  August  1998,  Ian  Worden’s  father  Ross 
and  I asked  Senator  Dianne  Feinstein  to 
lake  an  active  role  in  solving  these  prob- 
lems. It  took  eleven  months,  but  in  July 
1999,  we  finally  got  in  to  see  Senator 
Feinstein’s  State  Director,  Jim  Lazams. 
Lazarus  who  has  an  intimate  knowledge  of 
San  Francisco  politics  asked  Worden  and  I 
what  we  wanted  the  Senator  to  do  to  help 
solve  the  problem.  The  following  is  Ross 
Worden’s  response. 

“I  just  warn  to  see  one  person  really  in 
charge,  with  enough  authority  to  change 
the  system  itself.  If  a judge  was  inclined  to 
vest  that  authority  in  a ‘Special  Master,’ 
that  person  might  start  reforming  the  SF 
juvenile  justice  system  by  placing  all 
health  services  (including  drug  and  mental 
health  services)  imder  the  direct  supervi- 
sion of  the  Chief  Juvenile  Probation 
Officer.  Since  the  current  system  is  devoid 
of  drug  rehabilitation  and  mental  health 
services  appropriate  to  today’s, distressed 
youths,  and  since  at  least  half  of  San 
Francisco’s  public  high  school  students 
use  drugs  daily,  one  would  hope  that  a 
Special  Master  would  use  their  authority  to 
create  real  drug  rehab  and  mental  health 
programs  for  both  the  kids  and  their  fami- 
lies.” 

Lazams  said  he’d  get  back  to  us. 

Note:  At  press  time,  Nancy  Hersh,  Esq. 

poised  to  file  a claim  against  San 
Francisco  for  the  wrongful  death  of  Ian 
Worden. 


You  are  welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building 
for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 

2440  Mission  St.  285-9900 


Open  Monday  - Saturday  9 - 5 


Robert  C.  Ceniceros.  D.D.S.  Peter  V.  Rengstorir  D.D.S. 
Bryan  Arant.  D.D.S.  Ramona  L Lauron,  R.D.H. 


energy 


vitality 


balance 


flow 


1 1364  Valencia  St. 

I San  Francisco.  CA  94 1 10 


Tel:(4l5)648«3327 

Fax;(4I5)648-3171 


Medicine 


acupuncture 
herbal  medicine 
health  counseling 
a untc^ue  blend  of  East  with  west 

PATMAYO,  MS.LAC 

1364  Valencia  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 

(415)  970-1094 

patmayoi^aol.com 


EVERY 
FRIDAY 
7 p.m. 
Botanas 


COCKTAILS 

Two 
Pool  Tables 


CD  Player  • 

16th  Caff  $t.  I 


SiUSO^IUtll 


Open  7 Days  10  a.m. 
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Man  of  the  Century:  Wang  Wei-Lam? 


by  Eric  miller 

As  we  move  towards  the  last  days  of 
the  century  many  organizations 
and  magazines,  including  Time 
and  People,  are  preparing  to  name  the 
person  of  the  century'  While  names  like 
Martin  Luther  King.  Henry  Ford  and  Elvis 
Presley  currently  top  the  lists;  an  effort  is 
under^vay  to  have  someone  who  is  virtual- 
ly unknown  considered  for  this  honor. 

In  1989  one  lone  student  stood  in 
front  of  a lank  in  Tiananmen  Square.  That 
day.  lie  risked  everything  and  might  have 
lost  his  life  The  Information  Center  for 
the  Democracy  Movement  in  Hong  Kong 
says  that  this  student  was  Wang  Wei-Lam, 
who  disappeared  after  the  protests  ten 
years  ago  and  hasn’t  been  seen  or  heard 
from  since.  The  Chinese  government  con- 
tends they  have  not  found  anyone  who 
matches  the  shident  in  the  photos. 


If  we  can  believe  Francis  Lau  who 
writes  for  the  Hong  Kong  Voice  of 
Democracy,  the  man  has  been  hiding 
somewhere  all  this  time,  and  perhaps  we 
will  have  to  wait  until  the  day  when  the 
June  4 incident  is  rehabilitated  before  he 
resurfaces  and  we  can  confirm  his  identity. 

Wherever  or  whome\  er  the  lone  soul 
was  who  stood  up  to  oppressioa  a list  is 
being  compiled  of  people  who  think  he 
should  be  the  person  of  the  century , If  you 
agree,  send  your  name  to 
manvstank@>'ahoo,com  and  your  name 
w ill  be  posted  at : 

www.intercap.cx/mamstank. 

You  can  also  vote  for  the  Time  Person  of 
the  Century  at: 

cgi  pathfinder. CO nVIime/ti me  1 00/i ndex. html . 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

(415)  285-8588 


OPEN  7 DAYS  A WEEK 

SMOG  CHECK  AVAILABLE  7 DAYS 


VOLKSWAGEN  OWNERS 
LOVE  YOUR  VW? 

WANT  TO  KEEP  iT  ALIVE? 

• Our  VW  Service  Department  Is  staffed  by  mechanics 
with  many  years  of  VW  repair  experience. 

♦ General  Repairs  & Maintenance 

4 Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic 

♦ Windows,  Doors,  Vandalism  Repairs 

• We  offer  a unique  service  with  our  “do  it  yourself’  plan. 
Become  a member  and  you  have  a place  to  work,  the 
tools  you  need,  and  the  technical  advice  to  get  the  job 
done. 

• We  offer  two  types  of  auto  repair  classes: 

• A VW  Repair  class  specifically  for  learning  about 
your  air-cooled  VW 

• Basic  Auto  Mechanics  for  Men  & Women  covers 
all  water  cooled  vehicles 

• Free  Shuttle  Service  to  & from  BART,  Downtown  & Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦ Men  & Women  Mechanics 

• Dependable  Work— Honest  Prices  ♦ 12  Month  Warranty  on 
All  Repairs  ♦ Alt  Major  Credit  Cards  & ATM  Accepted 


since  1978 
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(415)  285-8588 


61 1 FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  Si.)  • S.F.,  CA  941 10 
BETWEEN  HARRISON  & BRYANT  STREETS 

SAN  FRANCISCO  AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER  SERVICES  ALL  DOMESTIC  & FOREIGN  VEHICLES 


$10 
OFF 
SMOG 
INSPECTION 


FREE 
BRAKE 
& 

SAFETY 
INSPECTION 
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Seeing 
the  Elephant 


In  English  & Spanish  Lisa  Milos 


Do  we  have  the  right  to  hate? 


In  a multicultural  environment  such  as 
the  Mission,  it’s  difficult  to  believe 
there’s  so  much  hating  going  on.  Walls 
are  being  plastered  with  anti-yuppie 
posters,  swastika  sprayings  and  racist  rani- 
ings.  I once  knew  a kid  who  hated  spinach 
just  because  it  was  green.  Luckily  for  him, 
it  didn’t  matter  to  the  spinach  one  way  or 
another.  Spinach  is  spinach  no  matter  how 
much  some  people  may  hale  it.  This  is  not 
so  with  humans.  If  a person  is  hated 
because  of  race/ethnicity/religion/gen- 
der/age/etc..  they  are  affected  deeply; 
sometimes  it  may  make  them  hate  back. 

The  emotion  of  hate  is.  unfortunately, 
a very  powerful  one  that  can  transform 
otherwise  caring  and  thoughtful  people 
into  lynch  mobs.  Discussion  has  been 
raised  about  whether  or  not  freedom  of 
speech  guarantees  us  the  “right  to  hate.” 
The  American  Civil  Liberties  Union 
apparently  believes  that  it  does  in  present- 
ing this  argument  in  the  defense  of  KKK 
member  Barry  Black.  But  according  to  the 
jury  that  convicted  Black  for  cross  burning 
in  Pennsylvania,  we  can’t  use  our  freedom 
of  speech  to  intimidate  others. 

So  hating  is  fine  as  long  as  no  one 
feels  intimidated?  What  then  would  be  the 
point? 

Even  though  some  would  say  that  hale 
is  a very  “human”  emotion,  its  main  pur- 
pose. whether  we’re  conscious  of  it  or  noL 
is  to  de-humanize  the  object  of  hate.  Drill 
Sergeants  use  hate  to  make  killing 
machines  out  of  young  recruits.  We  all 
know  what  can  happen  next.  Does  it  mat- 
ter then  who  hates  whom?  Of  course  it 
does  It  makes  a big  difference  if  the  per- 
son doing  the  hating  has  a badge  or  carries 
a gun;  is  a judge  that  can  lock  you  up,  or  a 
banker  that  can  deny  you  a home  loan,  or 
a teacher  that  can  fail  you. 

It’s  about  power. 

Barry  Black  belongs  to  an  organiza- 
tion notorious  for  its  hating  capabilities 
and  comprised  of  some  of  the  more 
“upstanding"  members  of  white  communi- 
ties throughout  the  United  States. 
Organizations  such  as  his  have  more 
recently  used  their  hale  and  their  power  to 
bum  down  Jewish  temples  and  African 


American  churches. 

Is  the  “right"  to  hate  one  of  our 
inalienable  rights? 

Even  though  the  Bill  of  Rights  guar- 
antees "individual"  rights,  institutionally 
backed  individuals  who  promote  an  odious 
organizational  agenda  hardly  need  a 
“right"  to  hate. 

Freedom  of  speech  gives  us  the  right 
to  express  our  disagreemenL  dislike  or 
even  distrust  of  someone's  ideas  or 
actions,  but  does  it  give  us  the  right  to 
express  hate  towards  someone  because  of 
who  he  is? 

A person  like  Barry  Black,  who  holds 
a position  of  power  in  an  organization  like 
the  KKK.  and  commits  legal  or  illegal  hate 
crimes  towards  others  is  bound  to  become 
the  object  of  hate  himself.  A vivid  expres- 
sion of  such  hale  is  not  dehumanizing 
w'hen  the  person  has  not  behaved  humane- 
ly to  begin  with 

Historically,  however,  hate  has  more 
often  been  directed  at  the  more  vulnerable 
groups  as  opposed  to  past  and  present 
powerful  criminals. 

Let’s  say  on  the  other  hand  that  it  is  in 
the  interest  of  a democratic  society  that  its 
members  “enjoy"  certain  rights,  one  of 
which  is  to  express  hate.  Is  it  also  in  the 
interest  of  democracy  to  allow  certain 
groi^  of  people  to  be  dehumanized  by  the 
expression  of  hale? 

Where  is  the  “lhin,*red  line”  drawn 
and  who  makes  the  distinction?  Is  it  the 
television  producers  with  shows  like  Cops 
that  depict  African  Americans  as  hood- 
lums and  poor  whites  as  beer-chugging 
asses?  Do  pre-formatted  presidentiai  town 
hall  meetings  or  Supreme  Court  Justices 
singing  Dixie  determine  these  things? 

Regardless  of  whether  or  not  we  have 
a “right"  to  hate,  it  exists  ar^way  and  is 
expressed  by  those  with  power  and  those 
without 

Hate  coupled  with  Power,  however,  is 
too  lethal  a combination  to  be  considered  a 
“right” 


Mission  Camera  Shop 


Black  and  White  develop  and  print  3x5  or  4x6 
with  or  without  borders 

S12.63  24  exp.,  $16.95  36  exp.  one  to  two  days 


^Develop  Only  B/W  Film  (35mm) 

$2.75  (No  prints  or  proof  sheet) 


f 


Check  out  our  large  selection  of  black/white  film, 
darkroom  supplier,  used  cameras  and  lenses, 
assorted  camera  accessories,  color  photofinishing. 

1089  Valencia  at  22nd  St.  641-8396 

10-5:30  M-f  11-5  Sat 
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^jt^organic  Italian" 

-SF  Weekly 

lt|^w  Italian  cafe" 

—Bay  Guardian 


holding  those  who  go  by  that  name  in 
well-deserved  contempt.  We.  the 
Mission's  young  professionals,  have  made 
Lifestyle  into  an  art  form,  and  we  have 
made  a whole  neighborhood  our  canvas. 
Our  pursuit  of  beauty  has  transformed  the 
Mission’s  crumbling  factories  into  ultra- 
cool  living  spaces,  and  turned  its  grimy 
bars  and  diners  into  some  of  the  hippest 
venues  in  the  world.  And  so  powerftilly 
beautiful  is  our  art  that  it  not  only  stands  in 
opposition  to  ugliness,  but  roots  it  up  and 
drives  it  out  - to  Daly  City.  Oakland,  and 
points  beyond. 


One  of  the  most  fortunate  effects  of 
the  revitalization  of  the  Mission 
district  has  been  the  displacement 
of  its  arts  community.  As  rising  rents  force 
our  local  painters  and  poets  to  relocate  to 
the  East  Bay,  we  can  perhaps  look  forward 
to  a day  when  the  Mission  is  an  arts-free 
zone.  Imagine  for  a moment  how  beautiful 
a Mission  district  without  the  arts  could 
be.  No  more  murals  defacing  its  housing 
stock  with  garish  color  schemes  and  sim- 
plistic. socialist  messages;  no  more  poets 
inflicting  their  Ezra  Pound  manqué  dog- 
gerel on  the  patrons  of  its  coffee  shops  and 
book  stores;  no  more  embarrassing  public 
displays  from  the  mommy-didn’t-give- 
me-enough-attention-as-a-child  theater 
and  performance  art  crowd. 
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We  can  only  hope  that  the  eviction 
notice  now  being  served  on  the  Mission’s 
artists,  poets  and  performance  artists  will 
be  exactly  the  kind  of  shock  therapy  they 
need.  After  all.  most  of  them  do  seem  to  be 
suffering  from  some  acute  form  of  emo- 
tional retardation.  While  all  of  us  have 
childhood  dreams  - say  of  being  a famous 
astronaut,  movie  star  or  athlete  - the  cold 
light  of  reality  soon  teaches  us  that  those 
dreams  are  unattainable.  Eventually  we 
learn  to  carve  out  a life  for  ourselves  from 
the  debris  of  our  disappointed  hopes:  some 
of  us  more  successfully  than  others  Yet 
our  local  artists  and  poets  seem  to  be  inca- 
pable of  learning  the  basic  lessons  of  life 
which  form  the  adult  out  of  the  child,  no 
matter  how  many  times  they  are  rejected 
by  the  real  art  galleries,  publishers  and 
downtown  theaters.  They  persist  in  cling- 
ing to  their  silly  hope  that  their  art  will  one 
day  make  them  famous,  hanging  craft-less 
paintings  in  the  Mission’s  taquerías,  recit- 
ing clumsy  verses  in  its  cafes,  and  staging 
ill-rehearsed  performances  in  its  bars  and 
on  its  streets.  Again  and  again,  they 
bounce  back  from  defeat  and  rejection  like 
so  mar^  ambitious  - and  untalented  - little 
whack-a-moles. 

Of  course,  such  tenacity  could  easily 
be  seen  as  admirable.  After  all,  what  could 
be  nobler  than  an  artist  who  abides  by  his 
vision  in  the  face  of  constant  rejection? 
The  only  problem  is  that  our  local  artists 
are  singularly  lacking  in  vision,  incapable 
of  doing  ar^thing  more  than  mindlessly 
repeating  long  since  irrelevant  genres. 
Mural  art  was  doubtless  quite  hip  in  Diego 
Rivera’s  day.  Now,  it’s  nothing  more  than 
a public  nuisance. 

In  the  1930s,  free-form  poetry  was 
cutting-edge  but  in  the  1990s,  it’s  just 
warmed-over  word  soup.  In  fact,  very  little 
distinguishes  the  work  of  our  local  artists 
from  the  neo-Victorian  knick-knacksian  - 
pudgy -faced  dolls  in  hoop  skirts,  limited 
edition  painted  plates,  reproduction  grand- 
father clocks  and  the  like  - one  sees 
offered  for  sale  every  Sunday  in  Parade 
Magazine.  Both  are  inferior  reproductions 
of  once  relevant  art  forms;  the  only  real 
difference  is  that  nobody’s  buying  the 
works  of  the  Mission's  artists. 

Yet  even  as  the  last  of  the  Mission’s 
artists  and  poets  receive  their  long-over- 
due 30-day  notices,  a revolutionary  new 
art  form  is  flourishing  in  our  community. 
So  different  is  it  from  anything  that  has 
gone  before,  that  it  could  never  be  con- 
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3369  mission  street 

(directly  across  from  Safeway  at  30th) 
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Now  at  our  fabulous  new  location 
2263  Mission  Street  (Btuin.  18^  & 19*^) 

(415)  285-1550 


POSITION  AVAILABLE: 

CASE  manager; ADVOCATE 

Part/ftill-time  at  treatment/outreach 
program  serving  psychiatrically  ill 
homeless  people.  Duties:  outreach, 
advocacy  & counseling/social  work,  two 
years  experience  or  equivalent.  People  of 
color,  consumers  & LBGT  people 
encouraged  to  apply.  Send  resume/cover 
letter  to  Caduceus  Outreach  Services  988 
Market  St.  #701,  SF,  CA  94102 


• CouiUrp 

• dribles 


VALENCIA  CYCLERY 


spccmzEO  f 


Huge  Selection  of  Parts,  Accessories  & Clothing 
We  Box  Bikes  for  Travel 
Expert  and  Fast  Repairs  — All  Makes  and  Models 


1065  & 1077  Valencia 


fíned  to  the  walls  of  a gallery  or  to  the 
pages  of  a book.  And  those  of  us  who  cre- 
ate it,  do  not  even  call  ourselves  artists. 


thttfs  10^7,  Suft 


550-6600  fSales)  550-6601  (Repairs) 


What  would  you  do  with 
an  extra  $1.00,000? 


With  a Bank  of  America  IS-year  Equity  Builder  Mortgage,  the  possibilities  are  endless. 


Be  Creative.  Be  Sensible.  Whatever  your  dream,  a 

Bank  of  America  15-year  Equity  Builder  Mortgage 
could  help  you  save  more  than  $100,000  in 
interest  payments. 

Take  a look  at  the  chart.  Compared  to  a traditional 
30-year  mortgage,  our  Equity  Builder  Mortgage  with 
a 15-year  term  can  save  you  tens  of  thousands 
of  dollars  in  interest.*  Plus,  you  build  equity  faster 
and  are  mortgage-free  in  half  the  time.  And  that 
makes  sense,  whether  you’re  buying  a house  or 
refinancing  the  one  you  already  have. 


Find  out  how  much  you  can  save.  Stop  by 
one  of  our  banking  centers  or  call  us  at 
1-800-843-2632.  In  most  cases,  you’ll  receive  an 
instant  credit  decision.**  Best  of  all,  you  can  save 
time  and  effort  because  there’s  less  paperwork 
to  complete  than  a traditional  mortgage! 

So  apply  for  a Bank  of  America  Equity  Builder 
Mortgage  and  let  your  imagination  run  wild. 

The  possibilities  you  only  dream  about  today 
can  become  a reality  tomorrow. 


Example 

30-year 

Mortgage 

Equity  Builder  Mortgage 
(ispear  term) 

Loan  Amount* 

$125,000 

$125.000 

Months  to  Pay 

360 

180 

Annual  Percentage 
Rate  (APR)  Example 

8.2% 

8.2% 

Monthly  Payment 

$937 

$1.211 

Total  Interest  Paid 

$212,280 

$92.980 

Interest  Savings 

$119,300 

m Bank  of  America 

www.bankofamerica.com 
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LENDER 


• Eunnole  assumes  an  80%  loan-to-value  ratio.  Chart  shoswn  is  an  example  only,  based  on  simple  interest  rate,  and  it  assumes  no  fees  or  closing  costs.  Amounts  may  be  rounded  Rates  may 
vary.  There  may  be  fees  and  closing  costs.  Loans  are  subject  to  credit  approval.  Rood  and/or  property  insurance  may  be  required. 

* * Instant  credit  decision  is  available  with  completed  applications  only.  Some  limitations  apply.  Final  loan  approval  subject  to  satisfactory  collateral  (including  title  and  appraisal)  and  venfication 
of  application  information. 
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There’s  nothing  like  a good  fight 

New  book  shows  grassroots  activism  is  alive  and  kicking  butt 


non 


Shift  Cold  War 
Military  Spending  to 
Our  Schools,  Communities 
and  Environment 


CaU  tell  ffree:1-888-HOVE  IT-1 


In  a clever  bit  of  propagandizir^,  the  peace  group,  Business  Leaders  for  Sensible  Pnonlies.  pul 
the  above  message  on  thousands  of  cd's  casettes  and  other  merchandise.  Try  it  out 


By  Victor  Miller 

Like  many  people  today,  my  smol- 
dehng  discontent  with  our  national 
agenda  periodically  sparks  to  life  at 
inconvenient  times.  Whene\er  I see 
President  Clinton  on  TV  I begin  shouting 
things  like.  “You  over-se.\ed  hillbilly, 
where’s  my  healthcare  plan!  Damn  you. 
you  New  Democrat  sonofabitch,  the 
HMO’s  are  going  to  break  me  down  for 
parts!"  If  I'm  in  a public  place  I'm  usually 
asked  to  leave.  This  constitutes  the  extent 
of  my  participation  in  national  affairs.  I 
have  long  assumed  that  the  national  stage 
was  the  happy  stomping  ground  of  duplic- 
itous Democrats,  shared  with  Chnslian 
extremists  championing  antediluvian  val- 
ues and  corporate  support  groups  facilitat- 
ing the  gang  rape  of  the  resource  rich 
southern  hemisphere  After  reading  Randy 
Shaw's  new  book  Reclaiming  America. 
Nike,  Clean  Air  and  the  New  National 
Activism  I’m  willing  to  re-examine  the 
e.xteni  of  my  cynicism  and  admit  that 
there's  some  hope  in  terms  of  effective 
organizing  for  progressive  causes  and 
human  rights 

Shaw’s  book  begins  with  case  studies 
of  against-the-odds  confrontation  between 
seemingly  unshakable  multinational 
hubris  and  a rag  tag  collection  of  sweat- 
shop employees  and  their  allies.  The  most 
well  known  of  these  struggles  was  and  is 
the  campaign  waged  against  Nike,  whose 
Indonesian  workers  were  being  paid  about 
14c  an  hour  to  assemble  $150  sports 
shoes.  Nike  had  billed  itself  as  an  enlight- 
ened corporation  with  a code  of  conduct 
regarding  labor  issues  that  was  touted  as  a 
model  for  doing  business  in  the  new  glob- 
al economy  It  was  of  course  nothing  but 
high-grade  uncut  public  relations  crap,  the 
opiate  of  the  mass  media.  Working  condi- 
tions at  Nike’s  overseas  plants  were  relent- 
lessly brutal  and  pay  levels  did  not  even 
guarantee  a subsistence  diet.  Activists 
were  able  to  exploit  Nike’s  dependence  on 
image  and  expose  the  company's  blatant 
hypocrisy  by  utilizing  direct  action  and  a 
savvy  mampulation  of  the  media. 

More  importantly  the  anti-Nike  cam- 
paign made  use  of  existing  religious,  labor 
and  human  rights  organizations  to  create  a 
netwoik  that  could  conduct  a sustained 
national  campaign.  Despite  the  fact  Nike 
was  able  enlist  the  aid  of  the  White  House, 
Michael*  Jordan  and  Andrew  Young,  the 
company  eventually  began  to  see  a huge 
decline  in  profits  and  was  forced  to  allow 
independent  monitoring  of  its  foreign 
facilities.  Shaw  also  documents  other  anti- 
sweatshop efforts  directed  at  Jessica 
Mclimock  and  Guess  Jeans,  making  a con- 
vincing case  for  locally  based  groups  exer- 
cising national  muscle,  not  quite  a 
Movement  - but  close  as  anybody’s  come 
lately. 

Shaw  also  examines  the  recent  fight  to 
preserve  the  Clean  Air  Act  waged  by  the 
campus  based  Public  Interest  Research 
Groups  and  the  Sierra  Club.  The  success 
of  both  organizations,  Shaw  argues,  was 
due  to  their  ability  to  mobilize  local  groups 
in  a national  campaign  rather  than  have 
local  affiliates  merely  serve  as  support  for 
lobbying  efforts  inside  the  DC  beltway,  an 
arena  where  corporate  interests  have  an 
enormous  advantage.  Some  critics  ques- 
tion the  success -of  the  Clean  Air  fight  but 
nobody  disputes  it  was  a fight. 

Pentagon  bloat 

On  the  other  hand,  federal  cuts  to  social 
justice  programs  and  a simultaneous  rise  in 
military  spending  have  generated  little  in 
the  way  of  organized  outrage.  Shaw  looks 


at  the  efforts  of  peace  organizations  since 
the  end  the  Central  American  wars  in  the 
1980’s  and  points  out  some  innovative  and 
determined  resistance  to  militarism  by 
groups  such  as  the  Business  Leaders  for 
Sensible  Prioniies  and  Peace  Action.  But 
despite  these  feisty  peaceniks  the  pentagon 
budget  continues  to  grow  (up  $15.5  billion 
this  year)  at  a lime  when  most  of  our  inter- 
national foes  are  smaller  than  Ohio.  It’s  all 
boondoggle,  pork  barrel  and  corporate 
welfare  When  balanced  budget  impera- 
tives are  added  into  the  equation,  it 
becomes  obvious  the  military  metastasizes 
without  reason  at  the  expense  of  the  poor, 
education  and  social  equality. 

A national  movement  to  hall  runaway 
weaponry  spending  doesn't  exist  on  a 
scale  necessary  to  turn  the  tide  Shaw 
believes  the  community  based  non-profit 
organizations  (CBO's)  which  do  such 
things  as  build  affordable  housing,  provide 
health  care  and  occasionally  still  advocate 
for  the  powerless,  have  the  potential  to 
create  a grassroots  mobilization  to  reset 
federal  budget  priorities.  In  fact,  they 
would  seem  to  have  little  choice  but  to  do 
so.  since  the  option  is  fighting  among 
themselves  over  ever  decreasing  alloca- 
tions for  social  programs.  Unfortunately, 
years  of  inertia  have  turned  what  began  as 
action  oriented  organizations  dedicated  to 
rooting  out  the  causes  of  injustice  and 
poverty  into  service  provider  organizations 
content  to  mitigate  misery,  but  not  willing 
to  jeopardize  their  continued  funding  by 
calling  for  fundamental  change.  Shaw 
argues  that  CBO’s  as  currently  constituted 
have  in  fact  become  impediments  to 
change:  “The  CBO’s  chief  goal  becomes 
advocating  for  itself  rather  than  helping 
people  at  the  grass  roots,  advocating  for 
community  needs  or  building  the  broad- 
based  organization  essential  for  achieving 
significant  social  change." 

In  the  last  thirty  years  CBO’s  have 
come  to  dominate  the  political  life  of 
America’s  inner  cities.  More  than  a few  of 
them  have  become  corrupt  and  some  exist 
purely  as  political  patronage  vehicles, 
while  others  are  simply  ineffectual.  But 
many  are  all  that  keeps  life  bearable  for 
marginalized  urban  populations.  It's  either 
time  to  try  to  harness  the  enormous  energy 
these  organizations  can  bring  to  a national 
campaign,  as  Shaw  suggests,  or  just  start 
over  again  from  scratch  - look  around  in 
the  garage  for  that  protest  sign  and  the 
faithful  old  tear  gas  mask. 

Watching  KPFA  and  the  Pacifica  in  a 
death  match  struggle  inclines  me  to  move 
to  the  start-from-scralch  side.  Shaw,  writ- 
ing before  the  current  crisis,  gives  an 
insightful  analysis  of  Pacifica’s  need  to 
reach  a wider  audience  without  sacrificing 
its  social  conscience.  He  lauds  Pacifica  as 
the  one  communications  network  that 
could  conceivably  do  the  heavy  media  lift- 
ing in  a progressive  uprising.  That  may 
still  prove  to  be  true  - but  don’t  hold  your 
breath.  Weekly  alternative  publications  are 
another  critter  entirely.  They  have  grown 
so  nonpolitical  in  their  content  and  so 
provincial  in  their  outlook,  one  longs  for 
an  alternative  to  them. 

If  progressive  institutions  are  in  disar- 
ray, the  media  in  plutocratic  hands  and  the 
component  parts  of  a national  organizing 
effort  scattered  about  in  a thousand  pieces 
(as  pessimists  like  me  tend  to  see  it),  it  is 
all  the  more  impoitant  for  people  to  give 
serious  thought  as  to  how  we  get  out  this 
mess.  We  need  people  to  write  books  about 
it  loo.  For  anyone  interested  in  the  nuts 
and  bolls  of  making  a belter  world,  what 
works  and  what  sucks,  this  is  one  of  the 
very  best  books  on  the  subject.  Sadly  it  is 


also  one  of  the  very  few  books  on  the  sub- 
lect.  Reclaiming  America  is  free  of  the 
usual  ideological  rant,  victim-think  ancf 
apocalyptics,  but  it  does  have  some  per- 
ceptive observations  on  the  state  of  con- 
temporary activism  that  don't  require  an 
immediate  bourbon  chaser.  Most  of  all  it  is 
an  invaluable  operator's  manual  on  inter- 
active politics,  which  is  not  the  process  by 


which  people  elect  a bunch  of  knotheads 
every  few  years  but  rather  the  process  by 
w hich  people  organize  and  agitate  to  make 
sure  the  knotheads  they  elected  do  the 
right  thing 

Reclaiming  America:  Nike,  Clean  Air 
and  the  New  National  Activism  is  available 
at  Modem  Times  Books 


mi//Dn 

ONE  HOUR  PHOTO 


We  are  the  source  of  Carnaval  SF  parade  photos 
(over  3001D  photos  every  year!) 


FREE  FILM  with  developing  on  Sundays!  (16  print  mm) 


One  Hour. 

color  film  develop  3x5.  4x6,  4x6 
full  frame  with  borders' 

Instant: 

passport  & immigration  photos 
print  to  print  service  - enlarge  & reduce 


Overnight: 

black. & white  proof  sheets 

1 • 3 days: 

enlargements  to  2G'x30" 

2 days: 

slides  & b/w  develop  & print 


2059  Mission  Street 
(between  24th  B 25th) 


(415)  648-6698 
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WCDNCSDAY 

Do  you  like  to  watch?  ■ Sexy  folks  of  both 
genders  wanted  to  watch  a sneak  preview  of 
HBO's  Sex  and  the  City.  Prizes  and  fun  pro- 
vided by  the  SF  Weekly  At  Matuni's  Lounge.  4 
Valencia  St.,  8-10pm.  Admission  is  free  but  vol- 
untary donations  help  support  the  Sf  Sex  Infor- 
mation Hot  Line. 


Terror  in  East  Timor  • Screening  of  videos  on 
Indonesia's  ongoing  brutality  in  East  Tinx>r.  Q & 
A with  activist  follows.  At  ATA,  992  Valencia  St., 
8pm  ($5).  Call  824-3890. 

Round  World  Music  Presents  - NMN  music 
editor  Robert  Leaver  hosts  an  evening  of  live 
salsa  music  by  Mazacote.  At  The  Elbo  Room, 
847  Valencia  St.,  10pm  ($6)  Call  552-7788. 
Noche  Flamenca  • Singer/dancer  Elena 
Camuñez  Andujar  performs  with  José  Manuel 
Blanco  “Grillo"  on  percussion.  Pepe  Haro  on 
guitar,  and  Roberto  Zamora  on  palmas.  At  the 
Mission  Cultural  Center.  2868  Mission  St..  9pm. 
Call  821-1155. 


THURSDAY 

Gentros  Go  Home  Potiuck  - IF  you  want  to 
stay  in  this  neighborhood,  you'd  better  get  orga- 
nized. Share  a good  meal  with  your  neighbors 
and  let  all  that  simmering  but  aimless  discon- 
tent with  the  upscaling  of  our  community  to  coa- 
lesce into  a formal  resistance.  Direct  action  will 
be  the  major  topic  of  discussion  at  this  public 
forum  for  all  Mission  artists,  activists,  anarchists 
and  just  plain  folks  who  don't  want  to  be 
Starbucked  and  need  to  hook  up  with  others 
who  feel  the  same  Cellspace,  2050  Bryant 
Street,  potiuck  dinner  {bring  something  to  share) 
at  7pm,  working  session  at  7:30pm 

Butoh  Surfers  - The  SF  Butoh  Festival  runs 
through  August  8 and  features  German  Butoh 
master  artist  Anzu  Furukawa  Her  solo  piece 
Crocodile  Time  is  performed  to  the  music  of 
Verdi's  La  Traviata.  “Sometimes  just  stop  your 
breathing,  you  will  get  a red  face  and  taste  a 
crocodile  time,"  say  Furukawa.  Also  on  the  bill 
are  the  best  of  SF  butchers  and  groups  from 
Santa  Fe  and  Seattle.  At  ODC  Theater,  3153 
17th  St.  Call  863-9864  for  complete  schedule 
details. 


FRIDAY 

Mexican  Lesbian  and  Bisexual  and  Gay  Hu- 
man Rights  Forum  - This  two-session  forum 
continues  on  5/7  and  includes  an  international 
panel  of  journalists,  legislators  and  activists.  Dis- 
cussion on  the  increasing  number  of  fatal  at- 
tacks on  gays  and  lesbians  in  Mexico  City  as  a 
violation  of  human  rights.  At  the  Mission  Cul- 
tural Center,  2868  Mission  St..  3:30-5;30pm  both 
days  ($40).  Call  452-6524. 

Clothing  Optional  Opening  - Reception  for  Na- 
ked in  August,  a group  show  by  25  artists  with  a 
birthday  suit  theme.  Two,  and  possibly  more,  of 
the  artists  will  be  so  attired.  Naked  organ  play- 
ing (currently  illegal  in  South  Carolina)  by  Chris 
Bare.  Cheap  wine.  At  City  Art  Gallery.  828 
Valencia  St..  7-1 1 pm  (free).  Call  970-9900 
Balazo  Goes  Bicoastal  ■ Opening  for  Evolu- 
tion: Transmigrated  Artists  in  Transformation,  a 
mixed  media  show  by  Nuevoyorkers  & 
Californios  with  a spatial  performance  by  DJ  B- 
Love.  If  you're  coming  from  the  City  Art  recep- 


The Newest  Mission  District  Landmark! 


Traditional  and  Innovative 
Mexican  Food" 

Mexican  Beer  and  \A/ine 


508  Valencia  St.  @ 1 6th 
San  Francisco  621-4358 


tion  remember  to  put  your  clothes  back  on  be- 
fore starting  off  on  that  drafty  walk  down  Mis- 
sion Street  At  Balazo  Gallery.  281 1 Mission  St , 
8-1 2pm  ($3).  Call  920-0896. 

Go  Bears!  - Performance  artists  Alan  Reade's 
show  about  the  fat  and  the  furry  side  of  gay 
culture.  Bear  A-Go-Go  goes  where  Yogi  and 
Boo-Boo  never  dared  to,  at  least  not  on  cam- 
era. At  the  John  Sims  Center.  1519  Mission  St.. 
8:30pm  ($5).  Call  554-0402 
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SATURDAY 

Zapata’s  120th  Birthday  Party  - Food,  music 
and  the  latest  news  from  Chiapas.  Books  pho- 
tos and  CD's  will  be  on  sale  at  this  benefit  for 
the  indigenous  people  communities  of  Chiapas 
At  Pena  del  Sur.  2870A  22nd  St..  3-7pm.  Call 
550-1101, 

Deport  la  Migra  - Community  meeting  to  desig- 
nate San  Francisco  an  INS  Free  Zone  and  to 
discuss  the  current  status  of  Proposition  187 
and  the  City  of  Refuge  Ordinance.  Everybody 
welcome.  At  Centro  del  Pueblo.  474  Valencia 
St..  5-7pm  (free).  Childcare  provided  Call  575- 
3500 
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SUNDAY 

Unionhood  is  Powerful!  • A panel  of 
tradeswomen  discuss  their  experiences  in  non- 
traditional  jobs  for  women  and  labor  organizing. 

At  New  Valencia  Hall.  1908  Mission  St.,  3pm 
(hearty  dinner  at  5:30)  ($3-5).  Call  864-1 278, 

9 

MONDAY 

Marshmellow  and  Unmellow  - Performance  art- 
ists at  these  Monday  sessions  could  be  the  stars 
of  tomorrow  or  maybe  just  the  lifers  in  some 

meaningless  job  of  tomorrow.  You  pay  your  six  

bucks;  you  take  your  chances.  At  The  Marsh.  MONDAY 
1062  Valencia  St..  a:30pm.  Call  826-5750. 


THURSDAY 

Yan  Can  Write  - Geling  Yan's  English  language 
debut  White  Snake  & Other  Stones  includes  the 
story  “Celistial  Bath"  the  basis  for  the  recent 
award  winning  film  Xiu  Xiu,  the  Sent  Down  Girl. 
The  film  has  been  banned  in  China,  so  Ms.  Yan 
must  be  doing  something  right.  At  Modem  Times 
Books,  888  Valencia  St.,  7:30pm  (free).  Call  282- 
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FRIDAY 

Art  for  Postcard’s  Sake  - More  than  200  inter- 
nationai  artists  display  postcard  size  art,  all  for 
sale  for  $20  or  less.  If  just  the  artists  and  their 
friends  show  up  at  the  reception,  there’ll  be  wine 
and  cheese  for  the  rest  of  us.  At  Four  Walls 
Gallery.  3160A  16th  St..  7-10pm  (free).  CaJl  626- 
8515. 

If  You  Can’t  Beat  ‘Em  Lick  'Em  - Dodge  the 
Friday  the  Thirteenth  bad  luck  thing  with  the 
white  hot  blues  of  Lavay  Smith  and  Her  Red 
Hot  Skillet  Lickers.  one  of  the  city's  all  time  fa- 
vorite bands.  At  Café  Du  Nord,  2170  Market  St. 
($5)  Call  861-5016. 


SATURDAY 

Doo  Gooders  ■ SFPCA  and  SFDOG  meet  ev- 
ery 2nd  Saturday  at  a different  park  to  undo  the 
dog  doo  that  dogs  do  Join  'em  and  just  undoo 
it!  At  Dolores  Park  10am  (free).  Call  339-7461 

It  Takes  Nine  to  Tango  - Tango  #9  (not  to  be 
confused  with  Love  Potion  #9)  belts  out  the  best 
In  international  tango.  At  Radio  Valencia,  1199 
Valencia  St..  7:30pm  (free).  Call  826-1 199 
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TUESDAY 

Dirty  War  Stories  ■ Author  Rita  Arditti  talks 
about  her  book  Searching  (or  Life  that  docu- 
ments the  struggle  of  the  Grandrrwthers  of  the 
Plaza  de  Mayo  to  discover  the  fate  of  their  loved 
ones  who  vanished  during  Argentina's  “Dirty 
War^.  At  Modem  Times  Books.  888  Valencia 
St.,  7:30pm  (free).  Call  282-9246, 

Space  Crusades  - Park  & Rec  Planning  Staff 
will  hold  a combined  workshop  to  review  and 
discuss  applications  for  the  Open  Space  Pro- 
gram and  the  Mayor’s  Park  Renaissance  Cru- 
sade Action  Projects.  6:30-8pm.  At  McLaren 
Lodge.  501  Stanyan  St..  In  Golden  Gate  Park. 


Two  Wheels  Pretty,  Four  Wheels  Skanky  - 

Glamour  consultants  will  be  on  hand  to  help 
you  turn  your  scratched  up  old  beater  bike  into 
a thing  of  exotic  beauty  with  a free  bike 
makeover.  Proves  once  again  that  this  town  is 
full  of  people  with  way  too  much  time  on  their 
hands.  At  Cell  Space.  2050  Bryant  St,.  6pm 
(free).  Call  701-0655. 
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TUESDAY 

Tune  In,  Turn  On,  Tear  Down  the  Damn  Lofts 
- Activist  Deborah  Walker  gives  a video  tour  of 
Mission  gentrification  sites  that  includes  inter- 
views with  people  being  run  out  of  the  neigh- 
borhood by  mad  dog  development.  At  Your 
House,  on  TV.  Channel  53. 9pm. 


11 


WEDNESDAY 

End  of  Summer  Session  for  Kids  - Reading 
Club  Party  and  puppet  show  with  the  Caterpillar 
Puppets  SnadU  provided  after  the  show.  At 
the  Mission  Branch  Library,  300  Bartlett  St,  2pm 
(free).  Call  695-5090. 

Meet  the  Beat  - Performarrce,  poetry  and  mu- 
sic collaborations  can  sometimes  be  a tricky 
business.  Tonight’s  collection  of  co-conspirators 
are  billed  as  up  and  coming  multi-mediasts  to 
distinguish  them  from  the  usual  down  and  out 
boozy  bohos.  At  Venue  9, 252  9th  St,  8pm  ($6- 
10).  Call  289-2000. 
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WEDNESDAY 

Afrosolo  Arts  Festival  - Gala  opening  for  this 
multi-site  festival  This  evenings  opening  cel- 
ebration is  followed  by  four  performance  pieces 
by  the  gospel  and  blues  influenced  Blackbem, 
the  male/female  relationship  ruminatfons  of  Aisha 
Jenkins;  W.  Allen  Taylor's  search  for  his  father, 
and  Alison  Wright’s  Ms.  Tang  Watch’  Doin'  in 
Ireland.  At  Theater  Artaud,  450  Rorida  St.,  Gala 
7pm,  Perfomrance  8pm  ($16.50  & $12,50).  Call 
621  -7797  for  complete  festival  information. 
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THURSDAY 


More  Afrosolo  • Tonight’s  four  performers  in- 
clude “sound  junkie”  Avotcja,  black  'Valley  GirT 
Christine  Carmel  Atkins,  libretist  S.K.  Thoth  and 
poet  Starr  Aché,  At  Theater  Artaud,  450  Florida 
St„  8pm  ($12.50  & $16.50).  Cali  621-7797. 
Missing  Persons  • Author  Paul  Lafarge  dis- 
cusses his  new  book  The  Artist  of  the  Missing 
about  an  artist  whose  search  for  his  missing 
parents  is  diverted  by  the  disappearance  of  Pru- 
dence. the  lovely  photographer  of  the  dead  and 
other  disturbing  experiences.  The  book  features 
some  nice  woodcuts  by  Stephen  Alcorn.  At  Mod- 
em Times  Books.  888  Valencia  St.,  7;30pm 
(free).  Call  282-9246, 

20 

FRIDAY 


Guitar  Man  - New  York  solo  guitarist,  impro- 
viser and  composer  Bruce  Eisenbell  solos  and 
jams  with  locals.  At  Venue  9,  252  9th  St,, 
10;30pm  ($6-10).  Call  626-2169. 
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SATURDAY 


Vegetarianism  Made  Easy  - This  free  class  is 
for  those  wishing  to  leave  the  world  of  meat  but 
are  not  quite  sure  how.  It  offers  shopping  tips, 
recipes,  hidden  ingredient  warnings,  and  lots 
more.  At  the  SPCA  Learning  Center,  243  Ala- 
bama St.,  10am  to  1pm.  Call  554*3076. 

Soul  Repair  - Psychic  Horizons,  a school  of 
meditation  and  healing  established  in  1971,  of- 
fers free  psychic  healing  sessions  for  all  the 
bruises  and  scrapes  inflicted  on  the  spirit  by 
everyday  living.  At  the  Church  of  Natural  Grace, 
972  Valencia  St„  2pm.  Call  643-8800 
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SUNDAY 

Afrosolo  Presents  Cultural  Odyssey  - Hosted 
by  Idris  Ackamoor.  This  showcase  of  African- 
American  artists  includes  spoken  word  artist 
Kamau  Aboyomi,  'Art  Girl"  Dee  Dee  Russel,  tap 
and  hip  hop  dancer  Edward  Jackson,  and  Steve 
Randle,  the  “Human  Statue"  of  Fisherman's 
Wharf.  At  Theater  Artaud,  450  Florida  St.,  3pm 
($16.50  & $12.50).  Call  621-7797. 
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MONDAY 

Addicted  to  Love  • A CCSF  open  enrollment 
tuition  free  class.  Topics  cover  the  characteris 
tics  of  codependency,  development  and  progres 
Sion,  boundary  blurring  in  relationships,  shame 
based  defensive  and  codependent  conflict  pat 
terns,  and  changing  codependent  relationships 
At  Everett  Middle  School,  450  Church  St. 
6;30pm.  Call  585-5212, 
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WEDNESDAY 

Odds’  End  • Queer  Odd  Wednesday's  ends 
the  summer  with  a collection  of  shorts  by  and 
about  queer  youth.  Open  screen  follows.  At  ATA, 
992  Valencia  St..  8pm  ($5),  Call  824-3890, 
www.atasite.Qfg. 
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THURSDAY  '^^5’ 

Open  Gut  Bucket  • San  Francisco's  only  blue- 
grass  and  old  time  music  jam  session  is  open  to 
all  acoustic  and  string  band  players.  Hillbillies  of 
the  world  unite  • you  have  nothing  to  lose  but 
your  hogwashers!  At  the  Atlas  Café,  3049  20th 
St.  7:Xpm  (free).  Call  648-1047. 


FRIDAY 

Htpncrtized  - Corey  Action-Hanison's  New  Style 


SUNDAY 


Schoolyard  Wordweavers  - California  Poets 
in  the  Schools  presents  an  afternoon  of  poetry 
and  creative  expression  by  poets,  teachers  and 
students.  At  Modem  Times  Books,  888  Valencia 
St.lpm  (free).  Call  282-9246. 


Motherlode,  a Hip  Hop  performance  for  hipsters, 
hopheads  and  groovsters.  At  Dance  Mission, 
3316  24th  St.,  7:30pm  ($10  advance  $15  door). 
Call  826-4499. 
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SATURDAY 

Pussy  Trouble?  • Bring  all  your  questions  about 
cat  behavior  to  this  free  one-hour  class  but 
please,  no  cats.  Evidently  there  have  been  some 
naughty  kitty  incidents.  At  the  SPCA  2500  16th 
St..  Call  522-3525.  ____ 


Saturdays 

Tales  to  Tell  • Family  story  time,  11am  in  En- 
glish, 12am  in  Spanish  (Free).  At  the  Mission 
Branch  Library,  300  Bartlett  St.  Call  695-5090. 
Café  Multicultural  Valencia  usually  features 
fully  clothed  poetry  and/or  nude  music  on  this 
night  of  nights,  August  performances  will  include 


The  Manhattan  Poet,  a woman  whose  roots 
cross  two  continents  all  the  way  to  Chile  Lindo, 
as  well  as  a gracing  by  the  incomparable  voice 
y nueva  trova  cubana  de  Germán  Oonatien  and 
if  we're  lucky,  a bilingual  comedy  hour  by  Am- 
bassador Arturo.  Check  the  window  to  see  when 
at  1109  Valencia  nr.  22nd  or  call  824-7659 


VAIENCIA  ST  AMISCLE 
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ONGOING 


Trail  of  Thrills  - Take  a self-guided  walking 
tour  of  the  Mission  and  increase  your  knowl- 
edge about  its  history,  arts  and  culture.  Free 
maps  available  at  Precita  Eyes  Mural  Arts  and 
Visitors  Center,  2981  24th  St.  Call  285-2287, 
Check  out  www.Drecitaeyes.orq. 

Summer  Re-runs  - The  Half  Baked  Players,  in 
association  with  The  Playwrights  Foundation, 
presents  The  Duboce  Triangle-  A Gay  Soap,  in 
four  episodes  each  written  by  a different  local 
playwright.  Runs  through  September  at  Josie's 
Cabaret  and  Juice  Joint,  3583  16th  St,.  8pm 
($10  per  episode,  $30  entire  series).  For  com- 
plete schedule  of  shows  and  ticket  information, 
call  861-7933. 

Give  a little  - Help  provide  care  and  support  to 
those  with  life-threatening  illnesses.  Comprehen- 
sive volunteer  training  from  Visiting  Nurses  and 
Hospice  of  San  Francisco  through  August,  At 
Davies  Medical  Center.  To  sign  up,  or  for  more 
information,  call  750-6800  ext.  21698  or 
ext.21699, 

Mondays 

Monday  Night  Marsh  - Standup  performance 
work  by  various  folks.  At  The  Marsh.  1062 
Valencia  St.,  8;30pm  ($6).  Call  648-6782. 

Tuesdays 

From  Page  to  Stage  - Interactive  reading  se- 
ries of  one-act  and  full  productions  by  new  play- 
wrights. At  Venue  9,  252  9th  St.  ($6-10).  Call 
289-2000  or  zap  on  www.ftloose.ora. 

Wednesdays 
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Live  Outside  Ramenco  Show  and  more  • Join 
the  Yaelisa  & Solera  Ramenco  Dance  Co.  for 
classes  6:30-  7:30pm.  show  8:00  ($8),  same 
sex  salsa  classes  10*1 1pm,  live  salsa  bands  at 
10;30pm  ($5).  At  El  Rio,  3158  Mission  St.  Call 
282-3325  or  643-3486. 

¡Ole!  • Flamenco  classes  with  Carola  Zertuche. 
Bring  Flamenco  (or  character)  shoes  and  a full 
skirt:  beginners  6-7pm,  intermediate  7-8pm 
($10).  At  Dance  Mission,  3316  24th  St.  Ask 
about  Dance  Mission  Class  Cards  and  save 
money.  Call  8264499, 

Thursdays 

Free  Tenant’s  Rights  Counseling  • Don't  roll 
over  when  comes  down  to  a landlord’s  pursuit 
of  profit  versus  your  right  to  keep  on  living  in  da' 
hood.  6-8pm  at  Cafe  La  Boheme,  24th  & Mis- 
sion, For  more  info,  call  398-6200 

Yee  Haw!  - Free,  live  Bluegrass  music  from  the 
tikes  of  Stringbean,  High  Country  and  others.  At 
the  Atlas  Café,  3049  20th  St..  8pm.  Call  648- 
1047, 

rvidays 

Where  the  Boys  Are  • Free  live  Jazz  from  tfie 
long  running  Blue  Room  Boys.  At  Radio 
Valencia.  1199  Valencia  St.,  7:30pm,  Call  826- 
1199. 

Free  Oysters  on  the  ii  shell  - Club  Nzinga, 
World  Beal  Dance  Party.  9pm  ($5).  At  El  Rio, 
31 58  Mission  St.  Call  282-3325  or  643-3486. 
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Best  Wee-Hour  Yucca  Fix 

Café 

Valencia,  directly  around  the  corner 
from  22nd  Street’s  gourmet  cluster,  is 
a world  away  in  its  down-to-earth 
atmosphere  and  cluttered  charm.  On 
the  right  evenings  Cuban  musicians 
may  cram  in  and  serenade  the  merry 
pan-American  clientele.  But  right  now 
you’re  too  hungry  to  muse  on  your 
o environment.  Order  the  vegetarian 

plate  ($4.95).  Magic:  glowing  saffron 
P rice,  hot  crisp  sarnosas,  salad,  and  — 

your  savior  — a mi  Id  and  rich  sauteed 
yucca  that  heals,  cleanses,  and  uplifts. 

^ — to  yH  Jj*  I)  1109  Valencia  St.  near  22nd  • 824-7659 
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Tlic  iroublc  also  spread  beyond  RAP 
Since  It  IS  the  lead  agency  in  a number  of 
collabonitive  projects  with  ollKr  nonprof- 
its. RAP's  money  problems  began  to 
impact  on  (hose  organizations.  By  the 
summer  of  1999  RAP's  situation  was  so 
alanmng  iliat  two  major  funding  sources, 
the  California  Wellness  Foundation  and 
the  California  Endowment  requested  RAP 
give  up  fiscal  control  and  project  manage- 
ment. until  tlungs  stabilize.  Santiago  Ruiz, 
e.xecutive  director  of  Mission 
Neighborhood  Centers,  was  confident  the 
transition  of  RAP's  programming  to  Ins 
orgaiuzation  would  be  smooth  with  no 
reduction  of  serv'ices  to  Mission  District 
\outh  Ruiz  saw'  tliis  as  an  opportunity  for 
RAP  to  recover.  “It  will  give  lliem  time  to 
develop  a fund-raising  plan  and  an 
accounting  stnicture  RAP's  Board  of 
Directors  should  be  given  some  respect  for 
taking  responsibility  and  making  this 
change."  Ruiz  said, 

Julia  Zabori.  director  of  RAP’s  anti- 
violence  community  organizing  project, 
the  Community  Peace  Initiative,  sees  the 
move  as  “a  new  phase."  Zabori  attributed 
some  of  RAP's  troubles  to  former  RAP 
executive  director  Mitchell  Salazar. 
“Mitchell's  judgement  was  messed  up  and 
his  heart  was  too  big.  He  sacrificed  RAP's 
programs  by  try  ing  to  help  too  many  peo- 
ple " She  defended  staff  members,  w hom 
she  said  worked  for  as  a long  as  a month 
w ithout  pay.  “We  re  on  call  for  these  kids, 
when  something  goes  down,  we’re  there 
for  them,  whether  we  re  budgeted  for  it  or 
not."  (The  entire  RAP  staff  was  laid  off 
between  June  8,  1999  and  July  7,  1999.) 

This  dedication,  more  than  anything 
else,  is  what  has  kept  RAP  afloat.  But  oth- 
ers have  had  to  pay  the  price  for  RAP's 
sunival. 

Robbing  Peter  lo  pay  Paul 

Moie  and  more  often,  public  agencies  and 
private  foundations  are  giving  money  to 
groups  of  nonprofits  that  address  social 
problems  through  collaboratioa  A lead 
orgaruzation  receives  the  grant  or  contract 
award  and  then  pays  the  other  organiza- 
tions in  the  same  way  a general  contractor 
pays  subcontractors.  An  undetermined  part 


of  RAP's  debt  is  owed  to  smaller  organi- 
zations (luit  incurred  c.xpenses  while  pro- 
viding services  lo  youth,  and  which  are 
still  waiting  for  reimbursement  from  RAP 

In  1998.  the  Mission  Youth  Soccer 
League,  then  with  a total  budget  of 
$40,000  was  forced  to  cut  back  on  soccer 
league  operations  because  $12,000  from 
llic  City’s  Department  of  Children  Youth 
and  Families  (DCYF)  was  received  a year 
late.  RAP.  as  lead  agency  in  the  Casa  de 
Las  Jovenes  Collaborative,  was  legally 
bound  to  accept  the  money  and  turn  it  over 
to  the  soccer  league  but  RAP  told  soccer 
league  president  Andy  Solow.  it  couldn't 
pay  because  tlie  City  hadn’t  paid  up  In 
fact  the  city  had  paid  in  a fairly  timely 
manner  but  RAP  simply  used  the  money  to 
meet  other  expenses.  The  losers  in  this  sit- 
uation were  the  kids  in  the  soccer  league 
who  played  in  fewer  tournaments  and  had 
to  make  do  with  old  equipment.  Despite  a 
strong  warning  from  DCYF.  RAP  did  the 
same  thing  with  the  next  round  of  funding. 
RAP  paid  up  only  after  more  complaints  lo 
the  City  and  articles  by  Solow  in  this 
newspaper 

The  YWCA's  Mission  Girls,  also  a 
part  of  the  Casa  de  Los  Jovenes 
Collaborative,  was  stiffed  for  a lesser 
amount  and  never  paid.  Mission  Girls  was 
able  to  draw  on  a reserve  fund  and  contin- 
ue operations  at  the  same  level.  Mission 
Girls  is  out  about  $7.000  and  less  able  to 
meet  future  contingencies.  Tracey  Browa 
director  of  Mission  Girls,  was  disappoint- 
ed in  RAP  but  not  irate  “Growing  up  in  the 
hood  with  RAP,  I guess  I just  hoped 
things  would  turn  out  ok  with  them.  The 
ty  pes  of  services  they  provide  are  for  peo- 
ple other  agencies  don’t  work  with  and 
won't  work  with.  There  are  no  organiza- 
tions like  them.  Calles  (RAP's  gang  inter- 
vention program)  has  just  two  staff  mem- 
bers for  500  [Mission]  gang  members.” 

Taking  money  from  one  program  to 
pay  for  another  in  this  manner  is  not 
uncommon  for  community  organizations, 
it  is,  however,  reckless  and  illegal.  Most 
groups  are  able  to  raise  enough  in  urue- 
stricted  funds  to  end  tlie  cycle.  When  the 
deficit  becomes  a significant  portion  of,  or 
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the  entire  coming  years  budget,  the  organi- 
zation usually  crashes  and  bums.  Because 
of  the  collaborative  funding  structure  that 
can  create  a very  nasty  domino  effect 
RAP  has  not  crashed  and  burned  but  is  on 
serious  life  support. 

The  question  is  why  city  agencies  and 
foundations  paying  out  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  dollars  had  no  idea  of  just  how 
close  RAP  was  to  collapse.  DOCYF  direc- 
tor Debbie  Alvarez  said  site  visits  and  fis- 
cal oversight  by  her  department  were  lim- 
ited* to  RAP's  Casa  de  Los  Jovenes 
Collaborative,  which  was  all  DOCYF 
funded.  “Our  job  was  to  see  tJiat  those  ser- 
vices were  being  delivered,  if  there  are 
issues  with  a non-profit  separate  from  our 
contract  then  that  is  the  responsibility  of 
the  board  of  directors  of  that  organiza- 
tion.. These  are.  after  all.  private  busi- 
nesses," Alvarez  said  Seen  in  this  way, 
which  is  the  w ay  most  funders  see  it,  oiga- 
nizations  receiving  multiple  grants  are 
responsible  to  every  one  and  no  one  for  as 
long  as  an  audit  can  be  avoided. 

Alvarez  admitted  an  audit  two  years 
overdue  was  a “red  flag,”  but  said,  “Lots 
of  nonprofits  are  in  that  boat.”  On  RAP's 
current  condition  Alvarez  was  tersely  reas- 
suring “I’ve  seen  worse.  I’m  optimistic  ” 

TlieTURF/MUNt  Deal 

According  to  RAP’s  reorganization  plan 
major  financial  woes  began  in  1995  when 
loss  of  United  Way  funding  resulted  in  a 
$200,000  deficit.  The  following  year  RAP 
was  asked  to  take  over  a controversial 
Mum  safety  program  that  put  youth,  some 
of  them  former  gang  members,  on  city' 
buses  as  security'  guards.  Mayor  Willie 
Brown  had  launched  the  effort  as  a pet 
project  in  conjunction  with  a streetwise 
community  group  named  TURF.  When 
TURF  ran  into  trouble  administrating  the 
program,  the  mayor  sought  to  quietly  sal- 
vage the  situation  Brown  and  RAP  execu- 
tive director  Mitchell  Salazar  entered  into 
a handshake  agreement  whereby  RAP 
would  take  over  the  bus-monitoring  pro- 
gram and  later  be  reimbursed  for  all 
expenses.  RAP’s  interim  executive  dir^- 
tor  Socorro  Gamboa  admitted  the 
MUNI/TURF  project  caused  problems, 
“Mitchell  (Salazar)  was  out  raising  money 
for  other  programs  and  RAP  was  spending 
it  on  TURF.” 

At  the  same  time  RAP  was  trying 
coordinate  the  work  of  a large  contingent 
of  Americorps  workers  With  both  MUNI 
and  Americorps,  RAP  now  had,  according 
to  their  reorganizauon  plan,  “approximate- 
ly 120  people  on  the  payroll  ” An  organi- 
zation deeply  in  debt  with  shaky  account- 
ing procedures  was  now  racking  up  enor- 
mous daily  expenses. 

At  this  point  RAP's  ability  to  keep 
track  of  money  began  to  buckle 

Gamboa  maintains  that  $41.000  in 
reimbursements  from  the  TURF/  MUNI 
program  was  not  paid  by  the  Mayor’s 
Office  adding  to  RAP’s  deficit  Eugene 
Clendenon  at  MCJC  disagrees.  "That 
amount  was  initially  disallowed  because 
of  items  such  as  cell  phones  and  jackets 
but  RAP  appealed  directly  to  the  mayor 
who  approved  it  and  it  was  paid.”  If 
Clendenon’s  records  are  correct,  RAP 
received  $41,000  that  simply  vanished  off 
the  books. 

Even  simple  questions  about  money 
and  assets  now  elicit  confusing  and  contra- 
dictory responses.  When  asked  about 
accusations  that  former  director  Mitchell 
Salazar  had  been  given  one  of  RAP’s  vans 
as  a bonus,  Gamboa  said,  “RAP  sold  one 
van  to  a school  teacher  working  at  RAP. 
Mitchell  has  the  other  vehicle.  I don't 
know  if  he  has  title.  I don’t  believe  title 


was  transferred  and  RAP  is  in  the  process 
of  getting  the  van  back,” 

RAP  claims  that  another  $39.500  was 
lost  between  1996  and  1998  due  lo  pro- 
gram deficits,  failure  to  bill,  and  for 
expenses  that  were  not  reimbursed. 

The  Mission  CrediK  Union  Raid 

In  1997  in  a desperate  effort  to  stay  alive. 
RAP  borrowed  $200,000  from  the  Mission 
Area  Federal  Credit  Union.  The  Credit 
Union's  former  interim  manager  Hugo 
Cruz  had  approved  the  RAP  loan  and  also 
$219.000  in  overdrafts  by  the  Mission 
Language  and  Vocational  School  (MLVS). 
Cruz,  it  was  soon  discovered,  had  also 
taken  out  personal  loans  from  the  Credit 
Union  of  close  to  $100,000  along  with 
members  of  his  family.  At  the  annual  elec- 
tion of  the  Credit  Union's  board  of  direc- 
tors in  August  of  1997,  RAP  and  the 
MLVS  spearheaded  a drive  to  re-instate 
Cruz  and  elect  their  own  slate  of  candi- 
dates. Both  organizations  got  their  people 
on  the  board,  with  Mitchell  Salazar  repre- 
senting RAP.  but  (hey  were  quickly 
removed  for  obvious  conflicts  of  interests. 

The  Credit  Union  was  forced  to 
reduce  both  services  and  hours  for  several 
months  and  came  within  a hair's  breadth 
of  being  closed  dow'a  It  has  only  recently 
recovered.  MLVS,  after  being  sued,  sold  a 
building  at  16th  and  Valencia  Streets  and 
paid  the  credit  union  in  fiill.  RAP  was  also 
served  with  a lawsuit  and  is  still  the  sub- 
ject of  a court  judgement  requiring  repay- 
ment of  $155,500.  Federal  regulators 
could  demand  more  aggressive  actions 
against  RAP  if  this  money  is  not  repaid, 
including  legal  sanctions  against  individ- 
ual members  of  RAP’s  board  of  directors. 

Added  to  this  is  $184.00  RAP  owes  to 
subcontractors  arxl  the  IRS.  and  a $49.000 
line  of  credit  from  the  Union  Bank.  The 
RAP  reorganization  plan  claims  $126,000 
in  pending  grants  and  donations  but  at  the 
time  it  was  written,  June  30,  1999,  only 
$ 1 ,500  (a  donation  from  Supervisor  Gavin 
Newsom)  had  arrived. 

Mission  Youth  Action  Notwortt 

The  RAP  meltdown  and  a continuing  cri- 
sis of  youth  violence  in  the  Mission  have 
forced  many  youth  organizations  to  re- 
evaluate their  operations  and  how  they 
relate  to  one  another.  Nearly  every 
Mission  youth  service  organization  has 
become  an  active  part  of  what  is  being 
called  the  Mission  Youth  Action  Network. 
Thirty-one  people  attended  the  last  meet- 
ing that  included  not  only  local  nonprofits 
but  also  funders  such  as  DCYF,  Sheriff’s 
Department  and  SFPD  representatives, 
and  the  San  Quentin  based  Squires  pro- 
gram. “Our  goal  is  to  reach  the  youth  that 
have  joined  gangs  and  want  to  get  out.” 
said  Erika  Roman,  (he  mayor’s  representa- 
tive to  the  Mission  who  is  coordinating  the 
meetings.  This  is  a population  that  all 
other  organizations  traditionally  left  to 
RAP  With  RAP’s  viability  uncertain,  this 
responsibility,  as  it  should  have  been  fora 
long  time,  will  now  be  shared  It  will  not 
be  an  easy  job  but  one  bright  spot  in  the 
whole  RAP  tragedy  is  that  there  are  good 
people  willing  to  lake  it  oa 

Mission  Youth  Action  Network  meets 
the  third  Thursday  of  each  month:  call 
Erika  Roman  at  (415)  554-6267  for  meet- 
ing time  and  locatioa 
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A strategy  session  at  the  Irxjepmdenl  Living  Resources  Center.  Photo  by  Greg  Roden 


Making  every  day  independence  day 

Independent  Living  Resources  Center  reaches  out  to  the  Mission 


By  Renée  Lopez 

The  Independent  Living  Resource 
Center  (ILRC)  began  providing  ser- 
vices and  advocacy  to  individuals 
with  disabilities  twenty  years  ago.  They 
now  have  offices  nationwide  and  slightly 
less  of  a need  to  remind  the  general  public 
that  ‘People  with  disabilities  are  people 
with  abilities'.  The  San  Francisco  ILRC 
established  a Mission  Outreach  Program 
to  serve  the  Spanish  speaking  community 
about  three  years  ago  and  Latino 
Community  Services  Coordinators,  Laura 
Echegaray  and  Esteban  Gomez,  have 
learned  that  cultural  differeiKes  require 
“breaking  barriers”  with  aggressive  and 
creative  techniques. 

For  many  disabled  Latinos,  there  is  a 
deeper  need  for  involvement  because  the 
person  may  also  be  dealing  with  a new  cul- 
ture says  Gomez.  Both  familiar  and  new 
cultural  perspectives  can  complicate  the 
situation,  whether  the  person  was  bom  dis- 
abled or  became  disabled  later  in  life,  for 
example  as  the  result  of  a violent  crime  or 
work  related  accident  Gomez  explains 
that  because  of  this,  it  is  often  important  to 
work  with  the  entire  family,  not  just  the 
consumer 

The  religious  aspect  of  Latino  culture 
can  sometimes  work  against  the  disabled 
person  in  need  of  services  Gomez  remem- 
bered the  case  of  one  young  man  who 
became  disabled  due  to  a gang-related 
shooting.  The  young  man’s  mother  was 
reinforcing  his  moods  of  depression  and 
guilt  with  the  idea  that  God  caused  the  sit- 
uation because  he  was  hanging  out  with 
the  wrong  element.  Gomez  first  had  to 
work  through  these  issues  within  the  fam- 
ily before  he  could  help  the  young  man 
address  his  immediate  needs  and  long- 
term goals. 

There  are  other  specific  considera- 
tions for  Latiix)  cultural  views  and  percep- 
tions of  people  with  disabilities  that 
Gomez  and  Echegaray  must  keep  in  mind 
when  reaching  out  to  the  Spanish  speaking 
community.  Because  they  are  both  dis- 
abled and  Latino,  they  have  a personal 
understanding  of  all  the  complexities  that 
come  into  play  when  they  are  dealing  with 
the  community  at  large,  or  with  a specific 
consumer.  They  must  also  confront  some 
universal  cultural  issues,  like  those  that 
affect  responses  to  offers  of  help,  that  can 
prevent  a disabled  person  from  acquiring 
what  is  needed  or  available  to  them 
Because  ILRC  provides  help  based  on 
level  of  need,  it  is  essential  that  the  dis- 
abled irulividiial  feel  comfortable  seeking 
out  and  accessing  information  and  ser- 
vices. 

An  altarnatnly  abled  puppal  show 

Echegaray  and  Gomez  have  successfully 
used  creative  and  culturally  adaptive 
methods  of  teaching  about  disabilities 


while  operating  on  a small  budget. 
Echegaray  has  created  a cast  of  disabled 
puppets  that  are  used  during  awareness 
presentations  in  the  schools.  As  an  educa- 
tor, she  reminds  us  of  the  many  talented 
and  important  Latinos  who  transcended 
their  disability,  like  the  Cuban  dancer 
Alicia  Alonso  and  the  Mexican  muralist 
José  Orozco  Clemente. 

Like  Orozco.  Gomez  only  has  one 
hand  and  is  an  extremely  talented  artist 
He  takes  every  opportunity  to  teach  about 
disabilities,  even  when  asked  to  talk  about 
being  a social  worker  during  ‘Career 
Days’  in  the  schools.  Gomez  teaches  stu- 
dents to  be  honest  about  their  feelings 
when  they  meet  someone  with  a disability, 
but  not  to  respond  out  of  pity.  His  message 
is  to  treat  the  disabled  person  the  same 
way  you  would  like  to  be  treated  as  a per- 
son. Gomez  has  also  written  a novella, 
whose  main  character  and  hero  is  wheel- 
chair bound  The  books  are  given  away  to 
organizations  for  free  distribution,  and 
they  have  become  so  popular  that  he  finds 
it  difficult  keeping  up  with  demand. 

ILRC  provides  free  basic  services  to 
anyone  with  a disability.  These  include 
assistance  and  advocacy  when  applying 
for  Social  Security  benefits,  housing  and 
employment  programs,  transportation,  in- 
home  health  care,  peer  counseling  and 
independent  living  skills  training. 

The  Spanish  speaking  ILRC  program 
also  provides  direct  services  aivJ  commu- 
nity outreach.  In  the  future  they  hope  to 
train  bilingual  advocates  and  develop  lead- 
ership within  the  Spanish  speaking  dis- 
abled community.  Again,  in  a Latino  con- 
text this  becomes  a special  challenge 
because  activism  has  a double  meaning. 
The  cultural  perceptions  are  not  lost  on 
Gomez  who  has  a sign  on  his  office  wall 
that  reads  “Heaven  doesn’t  want  me  and 
Hell  is  afraid  I’ll  take  over.” 

Ultimately,  Gomez  and  Echegaray 
feel  that  the  Spanish  language  ILRC 
should  be  located  in  the  Mission  District 
and  are  currently  looking  into  possibilities 
of  having  the  City  provide  the  space.  The 
long-term  goal  is  to  have  a community 
based  and  operated  Spanish  language 
ILRC  that  would  also  facilitate  communi- 
ty participatioiL  This  is  consistent  with 
R^RCs  vision  of  full  inclusion  of  “individ- 
uals who  have  disabilities  being  valued  for 
their  unique  contributions,  talents  and  abil- 
ities." 

ILRC  conducts  group  or  individual  work- 
shops on  a variety  of  topics,  and  holds 
drop-in  sessions  open  to  all  every 
Thursday  (in  English)  from  9:30-Ham. 
and  the  second  and  last  Tuesday  of  every 
month  (in  Spanish)  from  ¡-3pm.  They  are 
located  at  649  Mission  Street,  between  4th 
and  5th  Streets.  To  make  an  appointment, 
call  (415)  543-6743  [Spanish]  or  (415) 
543-6222. 


A Swank  Neighborhood  Bar 
in  the  Heart  of  San  Francisco’s 
New  Bohemia 


540  Valencia  Street  (Between  16th  & 17th) 

Open  2to  2 • Seven  Days  a Week 864*24 1 9 
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Indian  Food  With  A New  Attitude 

;30- 10:30  PM  Fri.-$at.  5:30-10  pm  Sun 


Thur 


Absolutely 
Fabulous 
Thursday  Happy 
Hours  4 to  9 
with  dj  Roberto 
Good  drinks, 
appetizers 
and  surprises! 
Complimentary 
tequila 
with  this  ad 

Happy  Hours  Mon-Sat  4-9 


Mondays 
Mitzy 

Tuesda>vs 
Marisela  & Gu< 

Wednesday< 

Taina 

Thursdays 
Las  Fantásticas 

Fridays 
Hot  Go  Go  Dancers 


Saturdays 

Mariselas  Los  Vegas  Show 

Sundays 
Uya  Luna  7pm 
Las  Fantásticas  11pm 

3079  SDCTEEbiTH  STTIEET 

BETWEÉN  MISSION  & VALENCIA 
861-5757 


Want  a TreeP 

Fnends  of  the  Urban  Forest  is  looking 
for  a few  good  residents  in  the  area 
bounded  by  21st  Street.  Army. 
Guerrero  and  Mission  to  sign  up  for  street 
üees  to  be  planted  in  front  of  their  homes 
at  a cost  of  a mere  $25.  Friends  of  the 
Urban  Forest,  San  Francisco’s  non-profit 
tree  planting  organization,  plants  trees  in  a 

A Few  Good  Neks  For  a 
Great  Cause 

The  Mission's  own  Yachigusa-Ryu 
Jutsu  martial  arts  center  and  the 
Leukemia  Society  of  America, 
Northem  California  Chapter,  present  a 
martial  arts  demonstration  Sunday,  August 
15,  at  Ipm,  to  help  raise  funds  for  the 
Leukemia  Society's  charitable  causes. 

Come  see  some  master  moves  and 
donate  a little  something  to  this  worthy 
organization.  Demonstrations  will  be 
given  by  Gary  Moro.  Kyoshi.  of 
Yachigusa-Ryu  Aikijujutsu;  Kyosanim 
Ron  Anvood  of  Brisbane  Academy  of  Tae 


different  neighborhood  every  Saturday 
morning.  Since  1981.  FUF  has  worked 
side  by  side  with  neighborhood  residents 
and  volunteers  plant  over  27.000  trees  in 
San  Francisco.  FUF  works  closely  with 
residents  and  civic  organizations  to  expand 
the  urban  forest  and  build  stronger  com- 
munities. If  you  are  interested  in  planted  in 
a tree  in  the  area  described  above  call  Jon 
at  641-5010  or  Mizue  at  337-6550 

Kwon  Do  and  Eric  Reed,  Sensei,  of  Iron 
Octopus  Martial  Arts  Academy.  Other  pre- 
senters include  Aikido/Aikijujutsu  Sensei 
Mark  Miller.  Goshin  Jutsu  Sensei  Ross 
Tremayne,  Serada  Eskrima  Guru  Michael 
Davis.  Kung  Fu  Sifti  Janet  Gee,  and 
Professor  Leroy  Rodriquez  demonstrating 
Shotokan  Karate 

The  Demo/Fund  Raiser  takes  place  at 
Yachigusa-Ryu  Jutsu’s  studio.  3372  20th 
Street.  Donation  is  $1.00  for  adults,  $.50 
for  children,  and  kids  under  five  years  get 
in  free.  Space  is  limited,  but  the  admission 
price  is  so  reasonable,  it'll  be  worth  stand- 
ing on  the  sidewalk  and  watching  through 
tlie  window.  For  more  information,  call 
(415)  821-1902. 


I 

SifT 


Gardens  Upgrade 

Last  month  kids  from  the  St.  John's 
Educational  Threshold  Center  gave 
the  austere  fencing  surrounding 
ValerKia  Gardens  Housing  Project  a more 


cheerful  look.  Colorful  works  of  art  which 
they  created  are  now  permanent  part  of  the 
scene.  The  young  people  attached  the  fin- 
ished pieces  themselves  at  opening  event 
that  included  free  hot  dogs  and  sodas. 


Need  help 
fixing  up 
your  home? 


Can't  afford 
the  cost 
of  repairs? 


If  you  live  in  a one  or  two  unit  building  and 
your  income  is  within  certain  guidelines, 
you  may  qualify  for  up  to  $50,000  per  unit  in 
City-sponsored  loans. 


0 - 3 % LOANS 


Available  through  the  Mayor's  Office  of  Housing 
and  Mission  Housing  Development  Corporation 


For  more  information,  call  Lucy  Pineda  at 
Mission  Housing  Development  Corporation 
(415)  864-6432,  extension  316 


Se  habla  Español 
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Everybody  Wins  With 
Peace  for  Parks 

In  July,  the  West  Mission  Collaborative 
organized  the  Peace  for  Parks  soccer 
tournament  at  the  Mission  Playground. 
Teams  of  young  people,  parents,  and 
police  officers  played  in  competitive,  but 
friendly  matches  dunng  four  evenings  of 
intense  matches.  The  games,  designed  to 
promote  safety  in  the  Playground  and 
bring  people  together  for  positive  activi- 
ties. culminated  in  an  All  Star  Night  and 
Community  Barbecue  where  more  than 
150  players  and  fans  enjoyed  a non-com- 
petitive all-star  game,  award  ceremony 
and  post-game  feast 

All  Star  Night  also  included  a variety 
of  community  health  and  social  service 

Clean  Team  support  Is 
growing 

Have  you  recently  noticed  beat  cops 
leading  gangs  of  broom  toting 
teenagers  around  the  Mission  late- 
ly? This  isn't  a rrew  juvenile  delinquency 
work  furlough  program  - it's  the  Clean 
Team\  And  they're  making  the  streets 
safer  and  cleaner  for  the  rest  of  us.  This 
effort  to  employ  60  Mission  District  youth 
for  the  summer  is  under  way  and  by  all 
accounts  doing  very  well. 

At  the  Clean  Team's  halfway  point, 
the  project  has  received  about  two-thirds 
of  the  necessary  funding  to  cany  it  through 
to  its  completion  in  August.  The  City's 
Neighborhood  Beautification  Project  has 
agreed  to  match  $30,000  in  funds  donated 
by  local  merchants  and  residents,  and 
everyone  who  wants  to  help  the  project 
reach  this  goal  is  encouraged  to  contact 
CapL  Greg  Suhr  at  (415)  558-5400.  or 
Ethel  Newlin  at  (415)  865-5205. 

The  coordinators  of  the  project. 
Mission  Police  Station  and  St.  John’s 
Educational  Thresholds  Center,  want  to 
thank  those  businesses  that  have  con- 
tnbuted  to  the  Clean  Team  1999: 

Major  Benefactors  are; 

Walgreen’s 

Providian  FinaiKial  Services 
Brobeck,  Phleger  and  Harrison  LLP 
Norcal  - Sunset  Scavengers 


agencies,  which  distributed  information 
and  explained  how  and  where  to  access 
their  services.  The  Peace  for  Parks  tour- 
nament was  such  a success  that  the  orga- 
nizers, the  West  Mission  Collaborative,  are 
considering  the  possibility  of  bringing  the 
fun  and  games  to  other  parks  in  the 
Mission. 

West  Mission  Collaborative  is  a group 
of  organizations  and  community  members 
that  has  been  working  for  more  than  four 
years  to  make  West  Mission  parks  safer  for 
young  people  and  their  families. 

For  more  information  about  the  Peace 
for  Parks  Tournament,  call  the  Jamestow  n 
‘“Community  Center  at  (415)  647-4709,  or 
the  San  Francisco  Neighborhood  Safety 
Partnership  at  (415)  553-1962. 


SF  Giants 
Donors  are: 

Numenor  Corp. 

Pancho  Villa  Taqueria 
La  Ciudad  Club 
Bevan  Dufly 

Martha  & Brothers  Coffee 
Beverty  Reed 
Los  Jarritos  Restaurant 
Aljoy,  Inc. 

Dr.  Stamper 

Siegel's 

Wallas'  Smoke  Shop 
Café  Venice 
Clooney's  Pub 
Carlos  Arroyo  & Son 
Mission  Produce 
J.D.V,  Inc. 

Food  Villa 
Paramount  Ocean 
George’s  Market 
JJ  Jewelry 
Dr.  Gonzalez 
Marian  Merchandise 
Mission  Villa  Restaurant 
Big  Hair  LLC 
El  Tin  Tan 
Mission  Plaza 
Frisco  Zone 
Khaled  Obeidi 
Ace  Rock  & Roll  Sushi 
W & K Market 
Mi  Rancho  Market 
Foreign  Cinema 
New  Mission  News 


3285  -21st  Street  @ Valencia  • 


Featuring 

Niman-Schell 
all  natural  beef 
cheesesteaks,  burgers, 
chicken  & vegetarian, 
fries  & onion  rings 

Open  every  day 
from  1 1am  to  10  pm 

• • • 285-5200 


EXHBITION  RECEPTION,  SATURDAY,  AUG.21,  5-8  PM 


Come  visit  the  new  security  guard  "Garbanza, 
our  5~week  old  golden  girl  lab 


NtWMDSUOltnilBYlESliSAEUIIAIi 


August  2t  thru  September  16 
Acrylic  paintings  by 

MCK  Aivme; 

YmniiH 


i[S  OF  INDIGENOUS 
CUIIURES  OF  INF  AMFRICAS 


E^^ANT^da 


GALLERY  OF  FINE  ARTS 


904  Valencia  St.@20th 

Hours:  Tues.-Sun.  12-6pm, 
Fri.-Sat.  12-8pm 

Ph:  (415)  642-3939 


never  really  tried  Mexican 
Food  untill  you’ve  been  to; 

PUERTO  ALEGRE 
RESTAURANT  NO.  1 

NOW  SERVING  THE 
BEST  MARGARITAS 
IN  THE  BAY  AREA 
546  VALENCIA  255-8201 


POOL  TABLES 

IXTAPBEERIL— ' 


pinball 


AVAILABLE  FOR  PRIVATE  PARTIES 


3160  16th  STREET  • 415.861.2595 
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American  Classics 


Alternative  Buttheads 

Editor. 


Handmade,  solid 
hardwood  furniture 
from  our  workshop  in 
Maine. 


1026  Valencia  St. 
at  21st. 
415/826-2026 


WWW. bradcochair . com 
www.mainecottage . com 


XPCSED 

photographic  services 

Custom  Block  & LUhfte  PhctoFinisring 


425  SOUTH  VAN  NESS  SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94 103 
(4 1 5)  487-  9996  FAX  (4 1 5)  487-  9997 


Every  week  in  San  Francisco  there  are 
companies  that  spend  large  sums  of  money 
to  fool,  tease,  charm  and  persuade  people 
to  use  a product  that  has  laid  millions  of 
people  into  the  ground.  We've  grown  so 
accustomed  to  the  process  that  we've 
become  entirely  numb  to  it.  But  now  we 
should  bring  it  to  a stop.  I'm  referring  to 
cigarette  advertising.  I do  not  advocate 
persecuting  smokers,  which  would  be  art 
Infringement  on  the  right  of  Americans  to 
commit  suicide  (as  a non-smoker  that's 
none  of  my  business),  but  I don’t  think  we 
should  tolerate  the  sort  of  predatory  hunt- 
ing for  new  smokers.  We  should  no  longer 
stand  by  while  newspapers  like  the  San 
Francisco  Bay  Guardian  and  the  San 
Francisco  Weekly  run  full  page  color  ads 
promoting  cigarettes  This  isn’t  “free 
enterprise.”  this  has  turned  into  “spider 
and  web”  marketing  where  young  people 
are  the  target. 

I have  personally  written  directly  to 
the  editors  of  these  papers  for  many 
months  asking  them  to  please  explain  their 
policy,  and  I've  asked  them  to  please 
reconsider  it.  I’ve  never  gotten  any  kind  of 
response.  Apparently  they  can’t  resist 
harming  people  to  make  a profit. 

So  much  water  has  gone  under  the 
bridge  since  the  first  medical  reports  link- 
ing tobacco  with  cancer  in  the  early  1960s. 
There  is  no  more  wriggle  room  for  deny- 
ing what  these  products  do  to  people. 

Therefore,  because  these  publications 
arc  local  and  so  important  to  the  Bay  Area, 
1 think  we  should  write  and  ask  why  they 
need  to  pint  this  sort  of  advertisement.  Do 
they  need  the  money  to  operate?  If  enough 
people  nicely  inquire,  maybe  they'll 
reconsider 

These  newspapers  shouldn't  profit 
from  products  that  have  proven  to  be  cata- 
strophic to  so  many  peoples’  lives. 
Newspapers  should  not  glamorize  poison. 
If  you  agree  and  want  to  support  this  prin- 
ciple, you  can  join  this  'Smoking  Chain 
Letter’.  Merely  do  two  things;  first,  write 
directly  to  the  editors  or  managing  editors 
of  both  papers.  Second,  xerox  this  letter, 
sign  it  and  mail  it  to  at  least  three  friends 
or  businesses  within  San  Francisco.  That’s 
it.  The  idea  is  to  keep  the  chain  letter  going 
until  the  tobacco  ads  are  gone. 

I hope  you  will  support  this  chain  let- 
ter. The  people  cheated  of  their  lives  by 
corporations  on  a “profits  at  any  cost!” 
rampage  deserve  more  than  to  be  forgot- 
tea 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Please  write  to; 

Editor  Bruce  B.  Brugmarm 
San  Francisco  Bay  Guardian 
520  Hampshire.  San  Francisco  CA  94110 
email;  letters(^fbg.com 

Editor  John  Mecklin 

San  Francisco  Weekly 

185  Berr>'.  Ste.3800,  San  Francisco  CA 

94107 

email;  maiIbox@sfweekiy.com 


Copy  this  letter,  sign  it  and  send  it  to  three 
(or  more!)  people  within  San  Franasco. 

Street  Hght 

Editor, 

Once  again  Rose  Tsai  is  trying  to 
make  us  take  that  same  bitter  Central 
Freeway  pill  we  wouldn’t  swallow  last 
year.  But  there's  nothing  new  in  this  year’s 
prescription  to  make  it  any  more  palatable. 
It’s  the  same  retrofit  scheme  we  rejected  in 
favor  of  the  Octavia  Boulevard  plan  last 
year.  It  includes  a provision  for  a trans- 
portation planning  process,  which  the  City 
already  does.  So  that’s  nothing  new.  It’s 
even  packaged  in  the  same  old  rhetoric 
that  falsely  proclaims  that  this  initiative 
will  restore  the  pre-earthquake  freeway. 
Prior  to  1989,  the  Ontral  Freeway  ended 
at  Gough  and  Franklin  not  at  (!)ak  & Fell 
Streets. 

The  only  thing  new  in  their  measure  is 
a stipulation  that  a 2 to  3 majority  vote 
would  be  required  for  repeal  should  it 
pass.  But  that  is  simply  illegal. 

In  spite  of  all  this.  Ms.  Tsai  and  her 
colleagues  are  intent  on  subjecting  San 
Franciscans  to  a repeat  treatment  of  last 
year’s  electioa  The  trauma  we  will  face, 
as  a community  already  polarized  on  this 
issue  and  as  individuals  having  to  eiKlure 
another  round  in  this  10-year  debate,  may 
be  worse  than  the  imagined  malady.  We 
chose  our  cure  for  the  Central  Freeway 
disorder  last  year.  Rather  than  open  old 
wounds,  Ms.  Tsai  could  really  do  us  all 
good  by  putting  away  that  old  medicine. 
Move  on  and  let  the  patient  heal. 

Robin  F.  Levitt  Architect 


CQ 

s 

3 3422  25th  street  (orr  Mission) 

S 41$*920*8964 

www.thumbsupmarbles.com 


XZl'COUZ: 


415»25»CRÉPE  .¿T 


Co/ne  On  %/ 


Our  ^ouse 


Hheir  ^ouse 
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Paul  Haugen  aka  Captain  Marble.  Photo  by  Greg  Roden 


It’s  simply  marbleless 

Neighborhood  responds  with  a big  thumbs  up  for  Thumbs  Up 


by  vmiller 

^'■^uesiion;  Where  can  you  find 
I 1 bloody  Mary's,  dogs’  eyes,  ninjas 
and  surfers.  Answer:  At  Thumbs 
Up,  íTiew  Mission  business  devoted  to 
marbles.  Tucked  away  on  25th  Street  just 
west  of  Mission,  this  small  but  densely 
packed  storefront  is  home  of  San 
Francisco's  largest  collection  of  marbles 
and  source  of  all  of  San  Francisco's  marble 
jewelry.  Of  course  none  of  the  marbles  are 
actually  made  from  marble  as  they  were 
originally.  Today's  marbles  are  miniature 
art  works  made  of  glass,  with  variations  in 
size  and  appearance  Selections  range 
from  almost  golf  ball  proportions  to  tiny 
globes  smaller  than  a thumbnail.  Designs 
include  elaborate  fractaMike  shapes 
encased  in  a sphere  of  glass  and  the  simple 
rich  reds  of  the  bloody  Mary’s. 

Thumbs  Up  owner  Paul  Haugen  was 
only  briefly  an  enthusiast  of  the  game  kids 
used  to  play  in  schoolyard  comers.  “Oh,  I 
think  I played  it  intensively  one  year  when 
I was  a kid  but  that  was  about  it,”  Haugen 
said.  So  don’t  expect  a marbles  champi- 
onship at  the  Bart  Plaza  anytime  soon.  The 
game  is  rarely  played  anymore  except  on 
the  East  Coast,  in  Central  America  arxl  on 
remns  of  Leave  it  to  Beaver. 

Thumbs  Up,  instead  of  being  a game 
supplies  operation  is  a gift  shop,  specializ- 
ing in  what  may  be  an  original  contribu- 
tion by  Haugen  to  the  world  of  decorative 
art:  interchangeable  marble  jewelry.  For 
$9.95  you  can  buy  a set  of  marble  earrings 
with  the  marbles  easily  detachable  from 
the  setting.  Purchase  price  includes  10 
e.xtra  marbles,  so  you  wind  up  with  five 
matched  pairs  for  $2  each.  Bracelets  are  a 
little  pricier  at  $15  to  $16.95  including 
four  extra  marbles.  Haugen’s,  brother 
based  in  Minnesota,  makes  the  jewelry. 

Haugen  he’s  getting  a very  posi- 
tive response  from  the  neighborhood  and 
has  even  branched  out  to  wholesaling  to 
larger  businesses.  Macy’s  recently  ordered 
a special  “back  to  school’’  key  chain  with  a 


Macy's  logo  inside  a marble. 

Haugen’s  friends  were  less  than  sup- 
portive when  he  told  them  of  his  idea  to 
open  a business  devoted  exclusively  to  lit- 
tle glass  balls.  “They  told  me  I was  nuts,” 
he  said  He  took  their  advice  to  heart  but 
was  still  determined  to  give  his  concept  its 
day  in  the  sun,  so  Haugen  opened  Thumbs 
Up  last  April  as  a marble  store  that  includ- 
ed a lot  of  other  giñ  items.  Many  of  these 
are  made  of  glass;  some  of  them  hand 
blown  by  local  artists.  You  can  also  buy 
decorative  beer  steins  for  about  $10,  silk 
flowers,  yo-yos,  floating  candles  for  the 
bathtub  and  coming  soon  - Pokéman 
items.  (Is  there  no  escape  ar^here  on  this 
planet  from  the  relentless  marketing 
engine  of  Pokéman?)  The  store  is  tiny  but 
inventoiy  turns  over  quick,  so  there’s  dif- 
ferent items  every  few  days,  always  in  the 
quirky,  whimsical  vein. 

Haugen  ran  a popular  Haight  street 
restaurant  called  Friends  in  the  eighties, 
but  liké  most  people  in  that  stressful  line  of 
work  he  eventually  reached  burnout  stage 
and  began  looking  around  for  something 
else  to  do.  A few  years  back  while  work- 
ing as  a vendor  at  fairs  and  festivals  in 
California,  he  saw  somebody  selling  mar- 
bles and  it  looked  like  fun.  So  far.  Thumbs 
Up  has  been  fiin  for  both  Haugen  and 
everyone  who  is  looking  for  something 
that’s  just  a little  bit  different 

Thumbs  Up  is  located  at  3422  25th  Street 
and  open  Tuesday  to  Saturday  10:30  to  7 
and  Sunday  ¡2  to  5.  Call  (415)  920-8964. 


FREE! 

GARDtMIMG  & 
COMPOSTIMG 
TRAIMIMG 

• Workshops  • Job  Training  • 
Ctrtifieauon  • Community  Outreach 
I mm  I 

A^jf  Jk  nlicns  I >uv  AiiifuJ 

c<iilm'>^si  u-7 

A Projt<t  of  Ihf  Si  Irúpuf  of  UrbanCordtntrt 
Sponsorfd  by  Sf  KfcyrUng  Program  Sf  Water 
PoHuaoH  PrrirnOon  Prog  Sf  Hatardaus  Waste 
Kfanagemeni  Program  t CA  Pept  offYstlrlde 
Pegalai/on 


The  Scarlet  Sage  Herb  Company 


specializing  in  high  ¿quality  organic  & wildcrafied  bulk  herbs 

♦ We  carry  a full  line  ♦ Vitamin  Supplements 

♦ Books 

♦ Flower  Essences 

♦ Body  Care  Products 


OF  TINCTURES 

Homeopathic 

REMEDIES 

Aromatherapy 


OPEN  7 DAl^  A WEEK 


1173  Valencia  near  23rd 


(415)  821-0997 


A Women-Owned  Business 


City  College  of  San  Francisco 
is  now  even  MORE  affordable! 


It's  just  $11  per  unit*  for  Fall  1999 

day  and  evening  credit  courses  starting 
August  23rd  at  the  Mission  Campus  (106  Bartlett  Street). 

Plus  all  Noncredit  Courses  are  FREE! 

Space  is  available  in  many  day,  evening  and  Saturday** credit  classes 
(see  partial  listing  below).  Walk-in  registration  for  new  students  will  take 
place  from  August  4th  through  i;Vm  at  50  Phelan  Ave.  Apply  Now! 

*Crcdit  courses  are  just  SI  I per  unit  for  all  California  residents, 
with  or  without  bachelor’s  or  graduate  degrees.  '‘Saturday  classes  begin  August  21. 


CREDIT  COURSES 


1 CRN  No. /Credit  Course  Title 

Days 

Times 

Address/Room 

73888 

Digital  Printing/Publishing 

MW 

6-9  KM. 

109 

73887 

Digital  Printing/Publishing 

TTh 

9 A.M.-12  NOON 

109 

72047 

ESL  Advanced  Composition 

Th 

6:30-9:30  km. 

3351.23rd  St. 

71561 

ESL  Advanced  Grammar 

W 

6:30-9:30  km. 

3351  23rd  St. 

73733 

ESL  for  Child  Development 

T 

6:30-9:30  km. 

3351  23rd  St. 

71217 

ESL  Intermediate  Reading/Vocabulary 

Th 

6:30-9:30  KM. 

3351  23rd  St. 

72963 

Lithographic  Duplicator  Operator 

Th 

9 A.M.-l  km. 

301 

72953 

Print  Product  Finishing 

W 

1:30-4:30  km. 

301 

73882 

Press  Production  Laboratory 

TTh 

1-5  KM. 
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SAMPLING  OF  FREE  NONCREDIT  COURSES 

1 CRN  No. /Noncredit  Course  Title 

Days 

Times 

Address/Room 

80788 

Begin  Desktop  Publishing 

MW 

6:30-9  KM. 

414 

81487 

Computer  Applications 

MW 

3-5:30  KM. 

416 

80762 

Computers/Basic  Ed 

Daily 

3-5:30  KM. 

405 

81929 

Computers/Basic  Ed 

Daily 

10:30-1 1:30  A.M. 

409 

80143 

ESL  Citizenship 

TTh 

12:30-3  KM. 

312 

80144 

ESL  Citizenship 

MW 

7-9:30  KM. 

3351  23rd  St. 

80638 

ESL  Citizenship 

MW 

4:30-7  KM. 

302 

80640 

ESL  Citizenship 

TTh 

7-9:30  KM. 

3351  23rd  St. 

80634 

ESL  Intro  to  Computers 

MTWTh 

5-6:15  KM. 

416 

80635 

ESL  Intro  to  Computers 

MW 

7-9:30  KM. 

416 

60648 

ESL  Listening  Begin  High 

MTWTh 

12:30-1:45  KM. 

305 

81865 

ESL  Reading  Begin  High 

MTWTh 

12:30-1:45  KM. 

TBA 

80650 

ESL  Writing  Begin  High 

MTWTh 

5:45-7  KM. 

108 

80651 

ESL  Writing  Interm  Low 

MTWTh 

12:30-1:45  km. 

TBA 

80129 

Word  Processing  Multilevel 

TTh 

12:30-3  KM. 

416 

SAMPLING  OF  FREE  SHORT-TERM  NONCREDIT  COURSES 


CRN  No. /Noncredit  Coqrse  Title 

Days 

Dates 

Times 

Room 

81481 

Begin  Databases 

TTh 

8/24-10/19/99 

12:30-3  KM. 

416 

80787 

Begin  Desktop  Publishing 

Daily 

8/23-9/21/99 

12:30-3  KM. 

414 

81011 

Begin  Word  Processing 

TTh 

8/24-10/19/99 

6:30-9  KM. 

• 409 

80861 

Computei^pplications 

MW 

8/2>-10/l8/99 

6:30-9  KM. 

409 

80856 

Computer  Applications 

Daily 

8/23-9/21/99 

10:30  A.M.-l  2:30  km. 

409 

81479 

Computer  Applications 

Daily 

8/23-10/19/99 

10:30  a.m.-12:30  KM. 

405 

80763 

Computers/Basic  Ed 

Daily 

8/23-10/19/99 

8:30-10:30  a.m. 

407 

80819 

Graphics  for  Business 

Daily 

8/23-10/19/99 

9:30-10:30  a.m. 

412 

81409 

Word  Processing  All  Levels 

Daily 

8/24-10/19/99 

8:30-10:30  A.M. 

409 

You  can  enroll  in  FREE  Noncredit  Courses  just  by 
attending  class  at  any  time  during  the  the  Fall  Semester. 


For  more  information  call  415.550.4392 

Visit  the  CeSF  website  at  http://www.ccsf.cc.ca.us 
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Miracle  Mile  Makers 


MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 


Nuc\o  Ramize  Nursery  & Flowers, 
a family  operated  business,  cele- 
brates its  second  year  in  the 
Mission  this  August.  Located  at  the  comer 
of  Shotwcll  and  23rd  Streets,  the  Ramirez 
family  has  turned  an  oil  soaked  lot  into  a 
garden  of  delights  and  bargains  that  has 
captured  the  hearts  of  the  community. 

Owner,  Carmen  Ramirez,  has  devel- 
oped the  business  as  a labor  of  love.  Her 
unique  floral  arrangements  have  become 
extremely  popular  at  local  weddings,  ban- 
quets, birthdays  and  funerals.  Nuevo 
Rarmze  Nursery  & Flowers  offers  indoor 
and  outdoor  plants,  herbs  and  potted  and 
fresh  cut  flowers,  all  of  which  are  avail- 
able at  reasonable  prices. 

The  close  knit  Ramirez  family  pro- 
vides attentive  and  thoughtful  service  to 
every  customer,  whether  that  means 
putting  together  a last  minute  bouquet  or  a 
snipping  of  herbal  greenery  for  some- 


body’s tea  pot. 

Nuevo  Ramize  Nursery  <&  Flowers,  located 
at  3 ¡26  23rd  Street  between  Shotwell  and 
Folsom  Streets,  accepts  phone  orders. 
(•115)  643-7512  Delivery  is  available. 

Mission  Merchants  Association  is 
on  summer  break  during  the  month 
of  August. 

Our  next  board  meeting  will  be 
held  on  Tuesday,  September  3 at 
6:30pm  at  the  Andora  Inn  at  2438 
Mission  Street. 

Also  in  September,  all  Mission 
District  merchants  are  invited  to  a 
special  merchant  mixer  at  Foreign 
Cinema  with  special  guest  Mayor 
Willie  Brown  Call  979-4171  for 
date  and  time. 


TO  JOIN  MISSION  MERCHANTS  ASSOCIATION 
CALL  979-4171 


presentando:  Una  serie  de  seis  charlas  semanales 
para  Latinos  bisexuales  y gay  de  todas  las  edades- 


Para  obtener  información  e inscribirse  contacta  a Jorge  al  tel.  41 5/575-1 648 


^Pwocin>do^of^foy»ct  ConiraSIPA  Por  li  o íex-postlive.  ntighborttood-boitit  Loilna/o  Lesbian  and  Cay  seniee  agency. 


neau 


Matters 


Richard  Pitt 


THE  DREADED  POISON  OAK 

One  of  the  most  horrible  things  to 
expcrieiKe  is  a bad  attack  of  poi- 
son oak.  It  can  spread  all  over  the 
body  and  put  people  through  agony. 
Sometimes  people  need  to  be  hospitalized 
for  it.  It  is  interesting  though  how  certain 
people  seem  to  be  very  susceptible  to  get- 
ting it  whilst  others  rarely  if  ever  contract 
it.  even  when  they  do  traipse  through  the 
woods.  Poisoning  from  the  plant  occurs 
from  the  contact  of  skin  with  the  urushiol 
oils  in  the  plant.  Blistering  eruptions  can 
spread  quickly  to  different  parts  of  the 
body  and  can  be  made  worse  by  scratching 
which  spreads  the  oils  from  the  point  of 
contact.  The  oils  form  a chemical  bond 
with  the  skin  that  can  make  it  difficult  to 
remove 

Use  a good  soap  to  wash  oils  off  in 
case  of  contact,  and  always  try  to  cany 
some  soap  with  you  on  hiking  or  camping 
trips. 

In  homeopathy  there  are  certain  reme- 
dies which  are  effective  in  treating  skin 
conditions  that  may  be  caused  by  poison 
oak.  It  is  not  always  easy  to  distinguish 
which  may  be  the  indicated  remedy  and  a 
combination  of  more  than  one  can  be  used. 
The  follow  ing  is  a description  of  some  of 
the  remedies  used; 

Rhus  Toxicodendron  is  a remedy 
made  from  Poison  Ivy,  which  is  a very 
close  relation  to  Poison  Oak.  Rhus 
Toxicodendron  is  an  example  of  the  Law 
of  Homeopathy  in  action;  “Like  cures 
like,”  or  “what  can  cause  can  also  cure.” 
Poison  Ivy  symptoms  are  tiny  little  blisters 
that  are  intensely  itcl^,  making  the  person 
restless  and  nervous.  It  feels  better  when  in 
a very  hot  bath  and  worse  from  cold  air 


and  getting  wet.  It  can  affect  most  areas  of 
the  body. 

Anacardium  is  a plant  called  Marking 
Nut  and  is  a close  relative  to  Rhus 
Toxicodendron.  Again  there  is  intense 
itching  but  the  itching  is  worse  from 
scratching  and  from  heat  Burning  and 
stinging  sensations  may  occur  aAer 
scratching.  Blisters  may  form  and  these 
can  grow  to  larger  vesicles  and  pustules 
(big  blisters).  The  area  more  likely  cov- 
ered is  the  neck,  thigh,  armpits  aivl  the 
genitals. 

Croton  Tiglium.  also  known  as 
Croton-oil  seed,  is  used  when  the  essential 
symptoms  are  unbearable  and  painñil  itch- 
ing with  a “hide  bound"  sensation  (a  real 
thickening  of  the  skin).  Croton-oil  seed  is 
often  used  when  eruptions  occur  on  the 
face  or  genitals. 

Sulphur  is  a major  remedy  in  home- 
opathy for  many  types  of  skin  eruptions. 
Sulphur  is  best  used  when  the  characteris- 
tic itching  is  worse  at  night.  Warmth  or 
heat  inflames  the  corvlition  C^l  air  and 
cold  ai^lications  provide  some  relief.  The 
skin  can  feel  burning  and  be  a dusky  red 
color. 

These  are  just  a few  remedies  that  are 
indicated  for  the  conditions  caused  by  poi- 
son oak.  Homeopathy  works  on  the  basis 
of  finding  the  most  exact  remedy  for  any 
condition  Even  though  it  is  challenging  at 
times  to  find  the  best  remedy,  many  people 
have  experienced  great  relief  from  them. 
All  of  the  substances  mentioned  are  avail- 
able in  most  health  food  stores. 

Richard  Pitt  is  a health  educator  and  is 
Director  of  the  Pacific  Academy  of 
Homeopathy.  He  can  be  readied  at  (4!5) 
695-8200. 


The  Only  100%  Organic  Produce 
IN  THE  Mission 

The  Only  100%  Organic  Juice  Bar 
IN  San  Francisco 

THAT’S  US! 


PLANET  HEALTH 

Foods  fora  Healthier  Planet 
524  Valencia  Street  • San  Francisco 

Mon-Sat:  9:,3()  am  ro  9:30  pm  Sun:  10  am  to  9:30  pm 
A WoimW’Oirned  Business  ===== 


a 


• • • • 


Lanza  • Redken  • NIoxIn  • Joico  • Bain  de  Terre  • Graham  Webb 

Holliday’s  HAIR  HAIR  HAIR 


Pre-Summer  Sale: 

Lanza's  (Color  & Curls) 

& Selective  Products! 

Cuts  & Styling  * Color  • Highlights 
Deep  Conditioning  Treatment 


Ad 


open  7 Days  a Week 


Quo/ity 
Products  and 
Excellent  Service 
for  Women  Men 


3166  -llnd  Street  (at  Mission)  811-9410 
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Poems 

Month 


edited  by  La  Huérfana 


blind 

what  subdues  us  to  a state  of  numbness 
dumbness 
somnámbula  tion? 

caught  up  in  a world  of  materialism 
commercialism 

corporate  television  infecting  our  brains 
eyeballs  glued  to  a radioactive  tube 
fingers  entangled 
in  a nintendo  control  panel 
lies,  diñase,  filth 
and  propaganda  fluttering 
our  minds  to  a state  of  no  control . . . 

what's  the  score 
the  lakers  or  the  raiders? 

dumbfounded  when  the  powers 
connive  laws 

proposition  187.  209  right  under  our  nose 

and  now  our  children  can  no  longer 
acquire  an  education  or  vaccination 
affirmative  action  gone 
'cause  our  action  has  been  in  a living  room 

overbloated  on  a couch 
watching  reruns  or  cops  on  tv 
while  cops  on  the  streets  are 
bashing  in  doors 
knocking  on  heads 

pushing  old  mothers  down 
to  concrete  floor 
and  rounding  up  youth 
to  be  shipped  to  the  pen 
herd  'em  up  like  cattle 
to  work  for  the  state 

modem  day  slavery  all  over  again 

manifest  destiny  is  their  obsession 
w hat  will  be  left  after 
the  greed  and  oppression? 
then  there’s  nafta 

and  the  new  world  trade 
soon  those  jobs  you  so  much  value 
will  surely  be  slain 

corporate  green  giants  and  corporate  gain 


they'll  venture  to  third  world  countries 
to  pay  a dollar  fifty 
a days  wage 

polluting  rivers  with  poisons  and  gas 
third  world  babies  bom 

with  no  arms  and  no  hands 

surprised  to  hear 

what  happened  in  littleton  suburbia? 
that  shit  has  been  going  down 
for  decades 

in  the  ghettoes  and  barrios 
across  amerikkka 

politicians  s^  the  answer  is  an  erection 
of  commandments  in  stone 
well  that  same  patriarchal  book 
taught  supremacy 
and  that  man 

is  above  women,  nature,  and  all 

unity?  there  is  none 
because  that's  the  plan 
divide  and  conquer  a nation 
and  they'll  be  in  the  palm  of  your  hand 
raza  from  the  north  and  the  south 
crips  and  the  bloods 
and  more  blind  soldiers 
thick  blood  spills 
"let  them  kill  themselves  off' 
is  this  despotic  system's  real  deal 

but  there  is  a solution 
and  it  lies  within  you 
they  say  the  enlightened  are  not 
in  the  colleges  or  universities 

but  in  the  prisons  and  jails 
for  those  are  the  individuals 
that  have  defied  the  norm 
how  many  artists,  poets.  leaders 
and  warriors 

do  we  see  misguiding  their  anger 
fury  and  energy? 
we  must  unite,  open  our  eyes 
and  point  our  aggression 
in  the  right  direction 

revolution  in  amerikkka 
revolution  in  you... 

tomas  alejo  © 1999 


MIKE’S  LIQUORS 
2499  MISSION  @ 21ST 
550-0816 

Opeo  Every  Day  9am  to  2am 


HARRINGTON  BROS. 


Furnishings 

Antiques 

Moving 


599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 
(415)  861-7300 


We  Bwy  Sell  Everything 
for  Home  & Office 
Old,  Like  New  & Antique 


10  a.in.  to  6 p.m.  Monday  thru  Saturday  r- ' 


Major  Credit  Cards  Accepted 


Natural  Niman  Ranch  Beef 
Rocky  Free  Range  Chicken 
Natural  Beef  Burgers 
Garden  Burgers 
Hot  Dogs 
Fries  & 

Shakes 


Rustic  American  Food  • Traditional  Handcrafted  Ales 


p o T R E R o 

BREWING  COMPANY 

Happy  Hour 

M-F  3:30-6:30  pm 

16.75  oz.  pours-$2.50 
Amber,  Pale,  IRA,  Porter  and  Wheat  Ales 

Kegs-to-Go 

Lunch  to  Midnight  Menu 

535  Florida  Street  (@  18th  St.)  415.552.1967 

www.potrerobrew.com  • Private  Parties  Welcome 


Outdoor  Dining  • Pool  Tables  • Full  Bar  *TV 
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Have  an  Environmentally 
Friendly  BBQ! 


O 


Use  REUSABLE  plates,  cups,  napkins,  and  utensils. 


F 


Reusable  plastic  plates  are  light  and 
sturdy!  Perfect  for  your  picnic! 


Use  reusable  cups.  Disposable  ones 
just  waste  money  and  resources. 


Use  reusable  utensils  or  wash  and 
reuse  plastic  utensils  (they  too  are 
durable). 


Don’t  waste  food!  Donate  leftover  food  to: 

Food  Runners  (415)929-1866 
or 

San  Francisco  Food  Bank  (415)957-1076 

San  Francisco  _ _ _ 

PFPVn  IMP  questions?  (415)554-RECYcle 

KCiv/ www.sfrecycle.org 


PROGRAM 


BENDIX  BRAKE  SERVICE...PADS  & SHOES 


VKVtatat  MVt  regn  reov  9>«ase  •insseamear 

• rrC5  áRAKE  INSPECTION  • Adiusi  partqng  oratt  cyniB. 

• fREE  SA/ETY  CHECK  ■ R«M  syssm  with  DOT  cytndtt  Noses  and 

•Aopiysoecal  3boKeAiM]  can» 

jfBMOuo»  iTBjtmeffl  •irtaalnewBendn  • Brake  pertornonce 

anuos  (}ualtfv  Ml  or  ne»v  njuitea 

• Reow  *neo  beanng  mrtysnoe  • OegBs  nuns  or  mu 

Tam  Onttna  4 flotoa  A MeialUc  f*t»  Urt 


CLUTCH  SPECIAL 


Sun  From 


GUMUffTESD 

a IK  MAM  an  an  Mrk  1 n >3.000  Man  MM» 


■AMMCMí 

■CUTI  OK 
•T>n»<UDMr«lO 


- Mno  e uraai  CMT 

■ Oao  rttnac  Kom 

■ Ona  tori  m i OM  Ml 
■Nuirijqi(i<aW 

• Onmnnan  IjO  M 


Cm  nm  ÚI  ti  mi  MS 


umMnwaKf<«*«  -BcMfea-SeHrcnn 
1.^ 


TUNE-UP  SERVICE 


S3595  ’45“sCyL  *4riCyt 


'W«)4lj^nda 


• install  premi- 
um Quality 
poinis  and  con- 
Mnseraixt 
Champion 

1lMr«1XO0eMie 


spark  pluQs  • Check  Oisinbu- 
Set  timing  and  tor  cap  and 
(hMil  angle  rotor,  air  niter, 

Adnist  KVtiitef  and 

carhureior  vitat  fhM)  levels 


TIMING  BELT 


JAPANESES 
eUMPEAN  MOOELS 


iiniiauminmi  HUden  behind  a cover  you  canise«  your  thni^Éwlt  If  you  haw»  60,000  miss 
or  moeo  on  your  ohginai  tbning  beft.  youYo  (bTving  on  boerowed  time.  If  your 
timing  beit  bwMfi,  it  may  cause  costty  engine  damage.  $tvt  From 


•WcMlnsalanM 

wmqhol 


•npeatmOlSaB 

•nsadFanMts 

• Check  fgnSDnTimio 

• Cars &ügn  Trucks 


S-Bcvyoeg 
Rmcr  Steenng, 

COS  cm  Ctf  toyoif 


?129”: 


® SCHEDULED  MAINTENANCE  SERVICE  M 


3,000  AA£  SERVICC 

fiK 


*15 


95 


LUBE.  OIL  h RLTER 

• Or»  CM  4 AM  Up  16  S 00  or 
neoiM  or  N«aU  (10-30  M) 

• tnmi  Nmt  Pumoor  Oa  nor 
UflEDtASSS 

• s NwM  • Tmm»- 

m.  CooMQ  Aro4fMB 

& WnSMU  AteAK  eaory  war. 
Bras  AMS  • Qoa  Ar  nor.  6ae>  4 
Kas  • Aoi»  Trs  Upon  Aeqas 
•SaevOa» 


15,000  4S,000  79,000  109,000  » 

$0095**^/-. 

‘Nnaiai  anriasm 

msta  ten  Bosoi  ruporeoM  Soon  Atm  • vm  hh)  M 
ROr  • map  nm  Aa  (Mr  • nal  PCV  va«*  • msH  Nat 
Cmas  fMr  • «SN  Mss  Ci  nu  • Oorn  CM  up  B 6 
IK  d ftraol  or  Knte  • (}aa  4 Top  or  AM  a NaeO- 
M • tiamrnmw.  Tm  AM.  Qna  Nyonac.  ontr- 
«nou.  Piw  SOavo  CoMo  SifSOn  AreJmeo.  60rr, 
8rM  fiafe  • So  (UomriM  I Annd  • A(Os  Dim 
6M  Tensón  I Anno  • Aaa  Mmo  G«t  But  < 
Reojra]  • OK0  oriaJsi  BM  4 Hob  • k«aa  4 
A<M  0MB*  • two  9Mme  4 Sueraon  • irnd 
UouS  ^om  • noKllMB  Urroai  * 4 A«U 

Ckcn  Free  r^  • Ooa  C2a^  $n)M  • Ok*  SOrOB 
Svsotn  • RoBK  Tm  upoi  rooasr  • ObOi  Tie  Prtsut  • 
Oooiügre'AaalM 


30,000  60,000  90,000  120,000 

$11095**....--- 

«etua  •tat'mMm 

inaai  Nnr  eoecn  rnBonostD  Scan  FMr* 

bm  Nm  Fuel  FMr • KOI  PCVVMi* ‘ • irsM  CianoM 

FMi ' • Nmi  Ptfoea*  CM  FMi  • One  01 4 B S OK.  d 

^roDl  or  Kenoi  • Seneot  rrasTTHann  « fm  ANc  - WdUOH 
F1».  Gaw  4 Trvamon  raid  • (ka>  end  AdB  CooNb  9«eam 
AraFren  • 0>»  and  AaU  naa  HfOade  Srsam  • Cb»  «B 
ReU  OMnnH  AM  • Or»  M RdB  PoMT  SaaiB  Fkid  • Oran 
and  AeM  Ouam  Nmae  Sv»m  • Oadi  4 Tea  OB  MBry  MUST 
leva  * Sa  CaroureBr  idM  I Acq«d  • AdRS  OrM  Ben  reraon  I 
Rfosa)  • Adua  S»t¥B  G«r  te  f (teured  • «»ea  (J9S ' 

lrB0»Oms-F«ieM4IB0B«li»KI4AdM8taBI’- 
meced  SteenriQ  A SuBoaaon  • VHpea  LdojB  Snam  • mcoea 
umer  Carrage  • CMS  4 AUai  (Mam  Free  n»r*  • Om  Ov»g 
g/gan* cnees SBraa  Oram -Aof  Tirei llDon  Ansa*  • 
oiecs  rtvAssue- AoaiiBmaiJdi*  *Vsd  lea 


FAST  QUALITY  SERVICE  AT  LOW,  LOW  PRICES! 

Naw  Stats  pi  tha  Art  EpuipaMnI  • 16  Lifti  for  Fast  Sanies  • We’ll  Bast  Any  Compactar*!  Wrtttan  Price! 





DISCOUNT 


BRAKE  & CLUTCH 


• Bast  Brsfca  A Out»  ai  T««m  Slnca  1963* 

431-3700 

r«  «SLXSCW  n.  tes  e •»■■■>  SM>r  e «sa 

stJ*  rsiaii  re»  - ta.  eia-n» 
vaaBraeeratwwc»— ng»»oaT»arsi,jm»ueO»  jBHBoasa«Ba«"ijBi'— BcmMai»i^prBcmt 
Caaswwirsnrse  vs  re  1,^—0»,  arta  sfsie—a»caac«  lAair— It»  cosa»  <»wiwr»o 

soa  e »>BB  NO  mUn  kjonn»  «asea  w «o  ee  cermrad  ■*  an>  d ai  ora  «Ms 


Library 

Lady 


Q:  I want  to  upholster  my  car  with 
tuck  and  roll  upholstery.  Where  can  I find 
out  how  to  do  that  - a book  would  be  ok  or 
a person  who  knows  how  to  do  it  would  be 
great  too.  K.C.,  SF 

LL  Step  #1:  One  of  our  great  refer- 
ence books  here  at  the  Mission  Branch  is 
How  to  Build  a Lowrider  (Dewey  Decimal 
number  629.222  H18h)  by  Frank 
Hamilton,  North  Branch,  MN;  Cartee h 
Inc.,  1996.  This  book  includes  a ch^ter  on 
custom  interiors  and  gives  step4)y-step 
directions  for  several  styles  of  tuck  and 
roll  upholstery.  While  the  beginning  of  the 
chapter  offers  techniques  for  re-doing  tra- 
ditional interiors,  including  putting  in  new 
spnngs,  etc.  the  secorxl  half  of  the  chapter 
offers  more  exciting  options  like  “coffin 
pleat”  upholstery  and  “button  tuft”  uphol- 
stery. This  book  tackles  every  aspect  of 
Lowrider  car  building  and  describes  some 
beautiful  cars  with  fantastic  effects  such  as 
interior  waterfalls,  keyboards  built  into  the 
dashboard,  interior  roulette  wheels  and 
many  more  incredible  devices.  Read  on  for 
more  info... 

LL  Step  #2:  Library  Lady  was  also 
able  to  locate  another  useful  source  here  at 
the  Mission  Branch;  Automotive 
Upholstery  Handbook,  (Dewey  Decimal 
number  629.26  T213a)  by  Don  Taylor, 
Tucson;  Fisher  Books,  1993.  In  the  final 
chapter  of  this  book,  “Street  Rod  Interior  - 
A Guided  Tour  of  the  L A.  Roadster 
Show,”  Fisher  says  that  the  50*s  Southern 
California  hot  rod  culture  name  for  “tuck 
and  roll”  is  “pleat  and  roll”  and  describes 
how  to  make  the  pleats  (pages  216-217). 

LL  Step  #3:  If  you’d  like  to  find  a 
person  who  knows  how  to  do  tuck  and  roll, 
Library  Lady  suggests  looking  at  the  ads  in 
Lowrider  Magazine  here,  at  the  Mission 
Branch.  She  also  suggests  checking  the 
Internet.  Using  the  search  engine  Alta 
Msta  and  the  boolean  search  upholstery 
and  lowrider  she  found  several  websites 
devoted  to  Lowrider  accessories  and 
equipment  (If  you’d  like  to  krx)w  what  a 


boolean  search  is,  come  in  or  call  and  we 
can  direct  you  to  free  Internet  access  class- 
es at  the  Main  Library). 

LL  Step  fM:  If  you’d  like  to  learn  to 
iq)holster.  yourself.  City  College  of  San 
Francisco  offers  non-credit  classes  in 
upholstery  at  the  Evans  Avenue  Campus. 
You  can  pick  up  a City  College  Fall 
Schedule  at  the  Mission  Branch. 

UBIIS  PUA  JnENES  EN  ESPAÍII 

Tenemos  libros  muy  “cool”  para  jovenes. 
jVen  a disfrutarlos! 


Saniüos, 

Escandóa 


por  María  Amparo 


Esperanza  vive  una  vida  muy  tran- 
quila en  Veracruz,  Mexico.  Pero  eso  cam- 
bia cuando  ve  una  aparición  de  su  santo 
favorito  que  le  dice  que  su  hija  no  esta 
muerta.  Ella  la  va  a buscar . pero  lleva  su 
caja  de  saniitos  . . 

Coot  Salsa:  Bilingual  Poems  on 
Growing  Up  Latino  in  the  United  States, 
por  varios  autores. 

Estos  poemas  en  inglés  y espailol  se 
enfocan  en  como  es  criarse  en  los  Estados 
Unidos.  Muchos  autores  fomosos  han  con- 
tribuido sus  poemas  a esta  colección  como 
Oscar  Hijuelos.  Pal  Mora.  Gary  Soto,  y 
Ana  Castillo. 

E!  Loro  en  el  Horno  por  Víctor 
Martinez. 

Manuel  es  un  niño  Chicano  que  tiene 
que  pasar  por  muchas  pruebas.  No  es  fácil 
crecer  y vivir  en  las  partes  rurales  de 
California  El  es  como  el  loro  en  el  horno 
• cree  que  esta  en  la  sombra  cuando  de 
veras  esta  en  el  homo  El  autor,  Víctor 
Martínez,  vive  en  la  Misióa 
Dear  patrons:  Library  Lady  writes  from 
the  Mission  Branch  Library.  She ’s  happy 
to  answer  your  questions.  Write  to  Library 
Lady,  c/o  New  Mission  News.  777  Valencia 
St.,  94H0.  you  can  also  email  Library 
Lady  at . 


Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program 


Bank  of  Canton  of  California  is  now  offering  a special  program  that  may  meet  your 
special  financial  needs.  Our  Neighborhood  Self-Reliance  Loan  Program  can  help  you 
get  a loan  faster  than  you  think!  Our  program  is  designed  to  offer  loans  which  are 
more  affordable,  especially  for  families  with  limited  annual  household  income  and 
for  small  businesses  with  limited  capital. 

FEATURES/BENEFITS 

Purpose  of  Loan  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal  (family  emergency 
needs) , Small  Business  and  Purchase  of  Commercial 
Vehicle  (e.g.  Truck)  with  commercial  registration 

Clean  Credit  History.  Annual  Household  Income  of 
$17,000  or  less  for  Education,  Job  Training,  Personal;  or 
Initial  Capital  of  $30,000,  or  less  for  Small  Business  and 
Purchase  of  Commercial  Vehicle 
Up  to  $1 5,000  per  household  or  per  business  entity 
Up  to  84  months 

5.75%  Annual  Percentage  Rate  Fixed* 

* For  example,  on  a loan  of  $5000,  with  an  84-month  term, 
monthly  payment  is  $72.45 

Please  contact  Bank  of  Canton  California  Loan  Representatives  to 
find  out  more  about  this  special  loan  program. 

San  Frandsco/Bay  Area:  415/391-8912  • 415/421-5215 

415/989-4088  • 415/681-5333 


Qualifications 


Loan  Amount 
Repayment 
Interest  Rate 


^ (g) 

LCNOCM 


SANK  OF  CAMON 
Of  CRUFOANM 


A Tradition  of  Honest  Banking 

Established  in  1937  Member  FDIC 

We  reserve  the  right  to  change  our  lending  program,  practices,  current 
rate,  and  requirements  at  any  time  without  notice. 
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Round  World 
Music  Roviow 


JAMMIN’ 

The  success  of  Buena  Visla  Social 
Club  and  the  eagerness  of  the 
Cuban  government  to  do  business 
has  led  to  a virtual  strip-mining  of  Cuban 
culture  that  has  seen  far  too  many  dubious 
and  unexceptional  recordings  of  Cuban 
music  reach  the  markeq)lace  Now  one  of 
the  greatest  treasures  of  Cuban  musical 
history  has  finally  been  unearthed  for  mass 
consumption  - Estrellas  de  Areito  (the 
stars  of  Areito),  part  of  the  Cuban  state 
company,  Egrem.  World  Circuit  Records, 
of  Buena  Vista  Social  Club  fame,  secured 
the  release  of  these  classic  sessions  record- 
ed in  1979  in  Havana,  Cuba 

The  beautifully  packaged  and  meticu- 
lously documented  double  CD  includes  14 
of  the  15  tunes  originally  released  as  five 
volumes  on  LP.  Having  discovered  these 
recordings  in  the  eighties  I have  long  since 
concluded  they  will  forever  remain  at  the 
top  of  my  list  of  the  greatest  recordings 
ever  made. 

These  monumental  sessions  included 
10  vocalists.  5 chorus  singers.  4 trumpets, 
2 groups  of  4 violins  each,  2 trombones, 
sax.  2 flutes,  2 guitars,  2 congas,  bongo, 
güiro  (scraper),  aiKl  2 timbales  They  flesh 
out  a set  of  well  known  standards  with 
fresh  arrangements  that  stretch  out  allow- 
ing for  inspired  solos  and  improvisation. 
The  recordings  were  done  live  in  the  stu- 
dio, mostly  with  one  take  and  no  overdubs 
over  the  course  of  one  week.  The  idea 
began  with  producer  Raoul  Diomande. 
from  the  Ivory  Coast,  Africa,  who  wanted 
to  record  a jam  session  with  veterans  of 
Cuba's  great  orchestras  He  and  Juan 
Pablo  Torres,  a Cuban  trombone  player 
who  served  as  musical  director,  assembled 
musicians  from  such  groups  as  lire  Arsenio 
Rodriguez  conjunto.  Orquesta  Aragón, 
and  Irakere. 

The  cast  includes  many  famous 
Cuban  musicians,  even  some  of  the  Buena 
Vista  Social  Club  crew,  like  pianist  Rubén 
González  and  singer  Pío  Leyva  Also 


Robert  Leaver 


included  are  some  of  the  greatest  soloists 
in  Ci^an  music  history  such  as  trumpeters 
Arturo  Sandoval  and  Felix  Chappotin, 
Paquito  D' Rivera  on  sax.  and  Tata  Cuines 
on  conga  Other  notables  were  Teresa 
Garcia  of  the  all  woman  group  Las  D ' Aida 
and  Tito  Gomez  of  Orquesta  Riverside  on 
vocals,  the  maestros  Rafael  Lay  and 
Enrique  Jorrin  on  violin,  and  Nino  Rivera 
on  tres  guitar 

These  sessions  expand  on  the  tradition 
of  the  “descarga"  or  jam  session.  Havana 
was  a bustling  touiist  destination  for 
Americans  in  the  fifties  and  music  was  a 
critical  element  After  a gig,  musicians  full 
of  enthusiasm  and  rum  would  gather  and 
jam.  One  such  night  in  1957  bassist 
Cachao  made  a historic  recording  that  set 
the  standard  for  the  Cuban  jam  session. 
Many  other  jam  session  recordings  fol- 
lowed under  Cachao  s direction  and  others 
followed  suit.  Bebo  Valdes.  Chucho 's 
father.  Chico  O’Farill,  Julio  Gutierrez,  and 
Nino  Rivera  all  released  their  own 
“descarga ’’  records  The  Cuban  revolution 
put  an  end  to  the  casinos  and  tourism  and 
consequently  the  “descarga”  as  it  was 
then,  but  the  recordings  remained  among 
the  most  influential  in  Latin  music  history, 
serving  as  sacred  texts  for  aspiring  musi- 
cians. 

Three  musicians  here  were  part  of  that 
original  Cachao  “descarga"-  Tata  Guiñes, 
Nino  Rivera  and  Richard  Egues.  Estrellas 
de  Areito  lakes  that  historical  thread  and 
raises  it  to  another  level  with  a huge 
orchestra  of  musicians  operating  under  a 
socialist  slate  where  the  marketplace  was 
rwt  a direct  factor  These  musicians  played 
for  their  own  pleasure  and  their  cama- 
raderie created  cohesion,  these  things  are 
impossible  in  a dollar  economy. 
Undoubtedly  there  must  have  been  a keen 
sense  of  competition  but  the  atmosphere  of 
the  sessions  was  said  to  resemble  a big  fes- 
tive family  party  In  a historical  context 
these  recordings  came  at  a moment  when 
few  people  wanted  to  hear  traditional 
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TYPESETTIXG  • DESIGX  ¿ PRINTING 


Invoices  • Flyers  • Logos 
Letterheads  • Envelopes 
• Postcards  • Magazines  • Newsletters  • Labels 
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Cuban  music.  Young  people  wanted  to 
hear  modem  jazz  or  the  new  dance  bands. 

At  the  time  salsa  from  New  York. 
Puerto  Rico,  and  Venezuela  was  being 
played  on  Cuban  radio.  No  one  denies  the 
Cuban  roots  of  Salsa  but  the  debate  is  still 
on  as  to  what  extent  Salsa  simply  copied 
Cuban  music  or  was  originally  created. 
Marty  Cuban  musicians  were  dismayed  at 
what  they  thought  of  as  a “returning 
boomerang.”  There  were  jealousies  over 
Salsa’s  commercial  success  but  Cubans 
were  mostly  frustrated  at  the  lack  of 
acknowledgment  their  music  received. 
Rafael  Lay,  of  Orquesta  Aragon,  voiced 
popular  fears  for  the  future  saying,  “the 
Puerto  Ricans  and  Venezuelans  are  'eating 


us  up’  with  our  own  music.”  Against  this 
backdrop  these  elders  of  Cuban  music 
were  found  motivation. 

The  records  ultimately  came  out  m 
Cuba  almost  without  notice  while  they  hit 
the  marketplace  in  Venezuela.  France,  and 
West  Africa.  They  remained  to  this  day- 
much  sought  after  and  not  unlike  a musical 
fetish  for  aficionados  of  Cuban  music 
Buena  Vista  Social  Club,  despite  its’  limi- 
tations. has  helped  give  Cuban  music  its’ 
much  awaited  respect  and  commercial 
success.  Now  those  who  want  to  “dig 
deeper”  can  hear  this  sublime  magical 
moment  that  serves  to  showcase  a talent 
and  virtuosity  of  the  bygone  era  of  the 
Cuban  big  band  and  classic  “descarga  ” 


?1CKW 


Cafe  / Restaurant 

FOOP  & FANTASY  OF  SPAIN 
Home  of  5(H)ANGRI(L)A 
Monday-Thursday:  5:30-10:30  pm  Friday  & Satuday;  6-12  midnight 


3120  -16th  Street 


431-4069 


CSfeSfe,i:JTO 


Amon0  the  few,  the  only  Authentic  Sp^nieh  reetsur^ntl 

Monday-Thursday:  11-3  pm,  5-10  pm 
Friday:  11-3  pm,  5-11  pm  Saturday:  11-11  pm  Sunday:  3-10  pm 


3292  -22nd  Street 

262-8867 
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^ Don’t  be  fooled  by  other  framing  stores’  discount  coupons!  ^ 
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The  Largest  Selection  of 
Rea¿lyma¿le  Frames 
in  6an  Francisco 


Mirror 

Sale 

24”  X 56” 

$3995 


Framing  Sale 

While  You  Wait 
Framing  Special 

Up  to  24”  X 36" 
includes  frame,  glass,  mounting,  wire  & hooks. 
Metal  Frames  only.  Monday  thru  Friday  only. 
Limit  2 per  customer.  Offer  expires  Aug.  3. 1999. 


VdiGncia  @ 20th  St*  “Stlll  the  Best  Framing  in  San  Francisco!” 

frames@back2picture.com  Telephone:  (415)  826-2321  www.back2picture.com 


Fine  Custom  Framing  & Gallery 

Expert  Piaure  Framing 
That  Works  with 
Your  Art! 
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$3999 
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AT  OUR  MEXICAN 

ASSORTMENT  OF  FRUIT  ORINKS  & BEER 


MIEXKANAI 

I 


17TH  ST.  & VALENCIA  • SF 

4Í1.ÍÍS1 


3071  16TH  ST.  • SF 

OJLA.OO  Ar\ 


